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From The Student Editorial Board of Synergy

“I’m a women 
Phenomenally. 

Phenomenal woman, 
That’s me.”  

Maya Angelou, Phenomenal Woman

The excerpt taken from the poem ‘Phenomenal Woman’ by Maya Angelou fits snugly with our 
theme of the newsletter as it provides a powerful message in simple language and also sheds the 
spotlight on a strong literary woman who fought against various prejudices and oppressions to 
come out as a critically acclaimed poet, storyteller, activist and autobiographer. This edition of 
the english newsletter ‘synergy’ attempts to compile thoughts, views and ideas on the topic of 
women education to bring forth various issues and their possible remedies. We at ARSD deem 
it to be a remarkable opportunity for the voice and vision of the youths to be heard in black and 
white ink that would someday materialize into a colorful reality. The various contributions we 
received for this newsletter were not only thought provoking but also left us aching for an im-
mediate rectification of the demons in the way of the education of our women.

In a country that worships countless goddesses and revers the Goddess Sarasvati for knowl-
edge and education in schools, colleges and other institutions, it’s a shame that reality thinks 
otherwise and looks down on the development of women. These women who are hampered in 
growth due to the lack of resources and knowledge at their disposal are just as capable to suc-
ceed in life as their male counterparts. The country as a whole would jump to greater heights 
if women’s education was encouraged and then put into significant use. Many a time, despite 
being educated, the women are locked up in their homes due to societal or familial pressures 
that we must strive to get rid of. The current scenario of the dangerous streets of our cities is 
another concern that haunts the mind of a woman and makes her life that much more difficult. 
With more and more working women coming into the picture, the current patriarchal dynamic 
is definitely changing but it’s still not enough and we are taking out this newsletter in an attempt 
to minimize this gap.

Apart from the numerous articles that we received on women’s education, we also had arti-
cles from ex-students who delved on topics of self-love, personal experiences and other such 
important aspects of life. There was also a slam poetry competition conducted by the English 
Department as a part of its fest that received great enthusiasm and a number of entries that 
boasted of budding poets. These poems reeked of women empowerment and fit aptly with the 
theme of the newsletter giving us another opportunity to showcase views in a different format 
of literature.

This year, we also had an active book club in ARSD that enjoyed a number of events in the 
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past few months. The members not only read conventional excerpts from books but also put 
together a brilliant show that presented the different aspects of Jane Austen’s life and works. Its 
aim was not only to honor the death anniversary of this historical literary figure but also to raise 
awareness about the literacy of women during that age and how it influences us even today. This 
provided a brilliant backdrop for our newsletter and sparked the base idea for it.

The journey that we undertook to make this newsletter come alive began with a distant vision 
and the desire to see it before our very eyes. Our voyage might not compare to the greats in 
the world but the efforts and the unquenchable thirst of seeing results was just as substantial. 
We had our fair share of rocky beginnings, a few manageable bumps and some blocks on the 
road but as all adventurers, we found a way around it with help from trusted companions and 
reached the final destination.

To conclude the editorial, we as a unit believe that the only way change is possible is when our 
women are given the same education and opportunities as their male counterparts. In addition 
to this, the country as a whole should make serious endeavors to make its cities safe for our 
women so that they aren’t caged inside their own homes and shackled by the people whom they 
call their brothers and sisters. 

On behalf of the editorial board, we would like to take this opportunity to thank the teachers 
who guided us through this journey of synergy and helped it materialize in front of us. A spe-
cial thanks to Prerna Ma’am who not only mentored us but also went through great lengths 
and dedication to make this newsletter come alive. Lastly, we would like to thank our creatively 
gifted contributors who built the blocks for this structure to stand and also the readers who are 
willing to give their precious time to help give life to our efforts. 

Ms. Inali Negi (English Hons. 1st Year) 
Ms. Saloni Singh (English Hons. 1st Year) 

Ms. Shreya Sanskriti (History Hons. 1st Year)

Jane Austen ‘A Legend’

Jane Austen has not only attained the status of a classic author, she has also found her way into 
the hearts and interests of readers who range from severe critics to avid fans. To throw some 
light on the main topic of the event ‘Marriage and Feminism’, we have gathered a few points 
from three of Jane Austen’s novels namely Pride and Prejudice, Northanger Abbey and Persua-
sion. 

We begin with the character of Isabella Thorpe in Northanger Abbey who is for a number of 
chapters, a main character and a close friend to the heroine Catherine Morland. As the novel 
progresses, it is revealed that her sole motive in befriending Catherine is to procure a suitable 
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partner in the person of Catherine’s brother James. During this time period in Regency En-
gland it became something of a profession for young girls to do all within their power to marry 
well, especially in regard to money and social standing. Therefore, when Isabella rejects James 
Morland in favor of the wealthier and higher ranked Captain Frederick Tilney, she is merely 
conforming to what society would have expected of her, which is basically an advantageous 
marriage. Furthermore, after the point at which Isabella’s motives are revealed to Catherine, 
Isabella then fades into the background of the story. In putting the portrayal of Isabella’s devious 
behavior and the minor place she afterwards assumes in the story together we can conclude that 
when Jane Austen marginalizes a character within the novel, she is making a judgment on that 
character’s behavior, choices, and values. This, by extension, is a judgment upon the society, 
which tolerated such behavior, choices, and values. So we see that this, in turn, serves to illumi-
nate Jane Austen’s own personal views.

The next point that I’m going to reflect upon is the property law. This law influenced an im-
portant aspect of the society during Regency England, which said that land would be passed on 
to the eldest son of a family. It served to keep property in the paternal line, but often excluded 
daughters from inheriting land and being provided for. Women were denied the possession 
of land unless they were also women of power and social standing such as Lady Catherine in 
Pride and Prejudice. It was extremely difficult for women to gain independence because males 
were the ones who controlled monetary assets as well as made the laws for financial issues. For 
example, in Pride and Prejudice the female Bennets (particularly Mrs. Bennet) bemoan the fact 
that Mr. Collins will inherit Mr Bennet’s estate, but they do not question the rightness of how 
the law entitled him to possess it upon Mr. Bennet’s decease.

We next move on to witness the inequality prevailing during Jane Austen’s time. In her novels, 
she allows some of her female heroines to question the authority males had over money. For 
example, Charlotte Lucas is the polar opposite of Elizabeth Bennet in Pride and Prejudice while 
Catherine Morland is the polar opposite of Isabella Thorpe in Northanger Abbey. Elizabeth 
refuses two offers of marriage which would have been sensible on a merely financial level and 
Catherine does not “flirt around” like Isabella, but has her hopes set on Henry Tilney without 
any thought of financial gain. On the other hand, we see Charlotte marrying the arrogant, syco-
phantic Mr. Collins solely because he provides a home for her while Isabella abruptly shifts her 
allegiance from James Morland to Frederick Tilney when she discovers Frederick has a larger 
fortune.

The fourth aspect of this article is the criticisms owing to the marriage plots that Jane Austen 
uses in her books especially in Northanger Abbey where the heroine marries a man who seems 
to be her intellectual superior and intends to transform her into the ideal woman. A quick 
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look at the other novels shows that this is not the only marriage formula Austen is willing to 
follow. In pride and Prejudice, Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy are intellectual equals who in-
struct each other, and this puts them on the same level despite gender differences. Persuasion 
ends with the heroine marrying a man they have instructed throughout the book, which is 
a departure from the typical 18th century novel where a male must play the role of teacher.  
Through these changes in her marriage plots, Austen insists on changes in the marital structure 
and foreshadows a transformation that is to come in the near future. 

Lastly, I would like to say something about the Romantic shift in the feminist and individualistic 
philosophy of Jane Austen’s work as her career progressed. At the end of Pride and Prejudice, 
Elizabeth’s confessed love for Darcy is a reasoned one as Darcy has righted the wrongs stated in 
Elizabeth’s original refusal and Elizabeth can justify her own acceptance of him by realizing the 
truth. Anne Elliot of Persuasion, by contrast, accepts Wentworth ultimately not on the basis of 
anything he has done differently but merely by the realization of her own original emotions and 
motives. Throughout the novel, Anne develops on her own, and by the time she finally marries 
Wentworth at the end of the novel, the marriage is not needed to complete her because she has 
already made her emotional transformation independent of the marriage proposal.

I’d like to conclude this article by saying that I personally am of the opinion that Jane Austen was 
one of the early feminists. A man could not have written her novels as they are about a female 
world and a wholly female experience. People might swoon over Mr. Darcy and Henry Tilney 
but ultimately its Jane Austen’s exploration of feminism and changing marital status that makes 
her novels truly unique. 

Inali Negi 
BA(H) English 

1st Year

Prejudiced Pride

It is a truth universally acknowledged that few books are as beloved as Jane Austen’s Pride and 
Prejudice. The book has never been out of print and has sold more than 20 million copies since 
its first publication more than 200 years ago. The book has spawned countless films, television 
and book adaptation. In addition to the straightforward adaptations for films and stage the sto-
ry has been reset in 20th century London as ‘Bridget Jones’ Diary’, in Bollywood as ‘Bride and 
Prejudice’, during a zombie apocalypse and has had a musical made around it. It’s been retold 
from Darcy’s perspective as ‘Darcy’s story’, shifted to America in ‘Darcy on the Hudson’, and also 
transformed into soft core erotica, ‘Pride and Prejudice: hidden lusts’.
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But despite having worldwide fan base and being universally acclaimed, the book has had to 
face severe criticism. Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote “I am at a loss to understand why people 
hold Miss Austen’s novels at so high a rate, which seems to me vulgar in tone, sterile in artistic 
invention, imprisoned in their wretched conventions of English Society, without genius, wit or 
knowledge of the world. Never was life so pinched and so narrow… suicide is more respectable.”

Perhaps Emerson’s words are too harsh but the truth is that most of the critics find Austen’s 
book without merit or genius. They claim that it is a story with fickle minded characters living 
in a shallow society which to be honest could be easily said about the 19th century English So-
ciety and that is exactly Austen’s point. Pride and Prejudice is far from any invention instead 
it is an exact replica of the society Austen resided in. And her characters are caricatures of the 
people who lived during those times. And what were those times like? I implore you to read 
Pride and Prejudice to find out.

More than Elizabeth and Darcy’s love story, what really caught my eye was Mrs. Bennet and 
her follies. Her schemes and meddling both aroused and irritated me. It wasn’t until I spent 
time thinking about her that I began unraveling the truth behind her silliness. Mrs. Bennet was 
a woman who was robbed of her inheritance because she was born a woman. She was almost 
dumped into the life of terrible poverty from which she was saved only because a man decided 
to marry her. Most women of those times had to face these dire consequences of not having 
money to their names. So, imagine the horror upon the face of such a woman when she discov-
ers that she has not one, not two but five daughters. Imagine the devastation of realizing that her 
five children were born only to starve to death because rules of society made it so. Do then her 
schemes make sense? That perhaps it wasn’t Mrs. Bennet’s materialism that drove her but it was 
her concern for her daughter that made her seem imbecile at times.  

Mr. Bennet , then, is the victim of his wife’s tactics and thus elects to shut himself in his study. He 
is the one patriarch that we can sympathize with. His marriage to Mrs. Bennet turns out to be 
disenchanting an as the narrator points out “Mr. Bennet was not of a disposition to seek comfort 
for the disappointment which his own imprudence had brought on, in any of those pleasures 
which too often console the unfortunate for their folly or their vice.” While he chooses to refrain 
from consuming alcohol, he instead acts out by deriving pleasure from making fun of his wife. 
Their relationship then dwindles to this one sentence, “To his wife he has very little otherwise 
indebted than as her ignorance and folly contributed to his amusement.” We see that patriarchy 
makes victim out of men too. Mr. Bennet’s bitterness towards his wife is a consequence of being 
trapped in a loveless marriage which one can’t get out of because the rules of patriarchy prohibit 
it. Consequently Mr. Bennet’s behavior destroys his family and as Elizabeth later realizes that 
there is a lot of evil in “so ill-judged a direction of talents; talents, which, rightly used, might at 
least have preserved the respectability of his daughters. Had Mr. Bennet not been an absentee 
father and husband the whole mess with Lydia and kitty could have been avoided.
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If Mr. and Mrs. Bennet’s marriage is a victim patriarchy then through Elizabeth and Darcy’s 
relationship Austen tries to thwart patriarchy. Elizabeth is not a beautiful woman according to 
any patriarchy construct; instead she is a discerning woman. It is this astuteness of her mind 
that drives suitors like Mr. Collins away from her and instead attracts the attention of Mr. Darcy. 
Through Darcy and Elizabeth’s relationship, Austen hopes to create an ideal relationship, that 
of two equals, a concept that was launching in 19th century England. But for Austen, an ideal 
relationship isn’t one with two perfect couple since both Darcy and Elizabeth have flaws namely 
their prides and prejudices. It is only when they have their prides and prejudice behind and are 
able to see each other as equals that they are able to unite. It is for this reason that the first pro-
posal of Darcy is unsuccessful and also for the fact that Elizabeth isn’t the one to be enamored 
by the wealth when her value system is at stake. Thus the novel is a journey of growth of both 
Darcy and Elizabeth as individuals and as a couple. This is why I find the criticism regarding 
Elizabeth that she only fell in love with Darcy after she saw his estate, unfounded. Had wealth 
been on Elizabeth’s mind, she would have accepted Mr. Collins proposal the first time around. 
But Elizabeth is searching for a much deeper relationship perhaps in contrast to Mr. and Mrs. 
Bennet’s relationship, and it is with a lot of strife that she is able to create that with Darcy.

While we celebrate relationships of equality like that of Elizabeth and Darcy, we have to mourn 
the lives of women like Charlotte Lucas. Charlotte was the one character that I couldn’t easily 
reconcile with. Charlotte’s pragmatic view of love is in stark contrast to the more romantic worl-
dview that Elizabeth can afford to posses. Women like charlotte have tough choices to make be-
cause they face a lack of financial security. It is patriarchy which makes either kitties and lydias 
or charlotte lucas’ of us. Charlotte’s disenchantment with love and her fear of starvation drive 
her to marry a man as deplorable as Mr. Collins. Austen thus juxtaposes the ideal relationship 
between Darcy and Elizabeth with the other compromises that have been given the name of 
relationship.

The more you read Austen, the more her words confound you with the depth of their story and 
characters. I would like to conclude by quoting my favorite excerpt from the book which per-
haps sums, the book up: 

‘“Pardon me for interrupting you, madam,” cried Mr. Collins “but if she [Elizabeth] is really 
headstrong and foolish, I know not whether she would altogether be a very desirable wife to a 
man in my situation, who naturally looks for happiness in the marriage state. If therefore one 
actually persists in rejecting my suit, perhaps it were better not to force her into accepting me, 
because if liable to such defects of temper, one could not contribute much to my felicity.”’                                        

Amrita 
BA(H) English 

3rd Year
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Challenges Before ‘Progressing’ India

Last November we witnessed two major events in and around our city manifesting intellectual 
breakthroughs; first, celebration of Manushi Chillar’s crowning of Miss World title after a gap 
of seventeen years, second, was the Times lit Fest held in New Delhi.

What actually makes Manushi Chillar’s crowning so special and significant is the fact that she 
hails from Haryana, the state generally associated with imbalance in male female sex ratio and 
an exclusive patriarchal mindset.

But there are exceptions. Manushi is studying Medical and both her parents are also doctors. 
Interestingly, her crowning has opened vistas of progress in this state. She hails from Bhandoli 
village and One News headline of Times of India read,

Manushi effect—Haryana Khaps turn progressive.

The news elaborated that the village is proud of the glory brought by a daughter and they are 
now trying to turn progressive by putting an end to gun firing, a ritual being followed for ages 
during marriages which has led to killing of innocent people. 

Certainly, this initiative is bound to bring several other changes. Contribution of other girls 
from this very state, Nita and Babita Phogat or of Sakshi quite recently in the field of wrestling 
had already set the precedence, hence, many more such progressive steps will be taken.

The next event, Times Lit Fest held between 24th November to 26th November, showcased sev-
eral litterateurs of repute ranging from Shabana Azmi, Javed Akhtar to reputed 90 years old 
Nayantara Sehgal, Nagarkar to environmentalist Sunita Narain and also young writers, Amish 
and Anuja Chauhan. 

The common subject of Fest was Freedom of Expression. Bollywood couple Shabana and Javed 
Akhtar stressed on it that can be summed up in Shabana Azmi’s words,

“Arts have always been under threat, that is art when it decides to provoke, ask uncomfort-
able questions. And it’s the business of the artist to stand up against that.”

Kiran Nagarkar, 75-year-old writer too emphasized on the need to stand up and make our voic-
es heard. While talking about role of imagination and fiction writing in an increasingly radical 
and political world, he said, 

Literature still has the power to “change society.” 

Jane Austen’s contribution to Novel writing remains singular mainly because she dared to write 
which was essentially a Male space and therefore even signed herself as anonymous, apprehend-
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ing opposition in the patriarchal set up. And secondly, she turned a complete iconoclast when 
she brought novelty in subject as well as art form. Had she not taken initiative we would have 
never got to know of other gifted Victorian writers like Bronte sisters and George Eliot. 

True artists can indeed bring changes; it is for them to make efforts, even face difficult situations 
but their efforts to bring changes in society has to remain unmitigated and ceaseless. Writers 
like Rushdie and Taslima Nasreen, and artists like M.F.Hussain, Sanjay Leela Bhansali hav e 
faced opposition, fatwa, exile, life threats; it’s a matter of grave concern. Students, scholars, peo-
ple who are by and large, educated enough to discern the truth must take concerted efforts to 
build a better and progressive India. It is however, gratifying to notice some great strides made 
by some very good Bollywood films to bring changes like those with Feminist concerns like 
Queen, Chak de India, Pink, Piku, Akira, even an earlier one like Bend it Like Beckham and 
the most recent and splendid Dangal.

Literature, in any form, be it books or films, or painting, have the potential to bring revolutions 
or changes. Nonetheless, in the words of Robert Frost, it would be worthwhile to conclude,

‘The woods are lovely, dark and deep 
But I have promises to keep 

And miles to go before I sleep 
nd miles to go before I sleep.’

Dr. Prerna Sinha 
Deptt. Of English

Womanhood: Some Reflections…

As a student of literature I had often read discourses, which endorsed the view expressed by 
Simone De Beauvoir in her seminal text The Second Sex,  

‘One is not born a Woman, One is made a Woman.’

With the naivety of youth it never struck that the idea expressed by a woman in decades much 
before my birth would hold any truth or power over lives of girls born much later. However, 
reading daily newspaper, watching news and taking a peek into our lives now makes me really 
ponder how our situation validates this statement.

It’s really amazing to realize how gender is not a matter of biological but rather social construc-
tion and how limited are the choices available; choices implying the degree of servitude and 
marginalization women would be subjected to depending that whether one was born in South 
Asia, Africa, America or Europe. So subtle and refined would be the process of subjugation that 
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women would very often become the tools with which the next generation was indoctrinated 
into gender-circumscribed roles. 

Recently upon reading literature on Iranian revolution I witnessed how a relatively evolved 
nation in terms of gender parity took a u turn under the rule of Ayatolleh Khomeni and how 
the ‘veil’ became the definition of women in Iran for decades. The Iranian Diasporic literature 
is replete with how life for women in Iran overnight became more and more confined to the 
hearth. So much so, that the revolution which was seen as freedom from monarchical Pahlavi 
regime became a Islamic fundamentalist regime wherein even display of a wisp of a woman’s 
hair was seen as a blasphemy and deliberate attempt to seduce men!

Closer home, let’s bring into purview our very own India: a country of paradoxes, India at one 
level celebrates women as Goddess in manifest forms, and at another level is patriarchal to the 
core. Proud of a heritage which is ancient, rich and celebrates texts which herald women as 
symbol of divine power, India also is home to a number of texts which declare women to be 
worthless, to be treated as scum.  It may seem weird but gender determination, female infanti-
cide is far from being a thing of passé for India. Dowry deaths, insolence, sadism, marginaliza-
tion, exploitation, acid attacks and above all intimidating women through rape is a daily ritual 
followed here.

On the other side is also the growing awareness amongst women of their power, a power which 
is latent but is gradually becoming more and more pronounced. Women are no longer content 
with their deprived status. No longer are they going to veil themselves, no longer are they going 
to ‘hush’ their traumatic experiences of rape in the name of family ‘honour’.

If Haryana is the state renowned for skewed sex ration, khap and honor killing, it is also grad-
ually turning sides. We also hear of women breaking the bastion of male privilege by emerging 
as champions in wrestling, a thing unheard of a couple of decades down the line. Wrestlers like 
Babita and Gita have done well in wrestling but in my opinion they along with their father have 
been able to wrestle with and dismantle one of the many prejudices that assail a woman’s status 
In India. Similarly, Mary Kom, Manushi Chillar are a few examples of how women in respective 
fields are no longer ready to leave the determination of their lives in the hands of patriarchy. 
Films like Chak de India, Queen,,Dangal, Gulab Gang, Pink, Nil Banney Sannatta, and the latest 
film Ajji are discourses that are gradually and steadily shaping the narratives of the nation. Girls 
are no longer going to take the back seat and are questioning ‘Why should Men have all the fun?’ 

However, one has to acknowledge that this is but a small step towards dismantling a colossal 
and harrowing reality of female subjugation. One major change one can hope for is the psyche 
of the male generation coming to prime. If we succeed in making them endorse that women are 
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not playthings or means to serve their fancies the root of the problem will be attended to. It’s an 
uphill task, not only the girls have to redeem their power but boys too have to give women the 
‘space’ women need to lend expression to their flight. It’s once again a woman who as a mother 
has to shape not only the psyche of the daughter’s but more significantly the psyche of the ‘son’s 
has to be wielded and oriented in the right direction. The jigsaw would fall in shape only when 
both the genders understand and respect the efficacy of each other’s identity. 

Once again coming back to Simone de Beauvoir’s statement 

One is Not Born a Woman, One is Made into One, 

we can reorient its thrust by a paradigm shift in our viewpoint. Granted that social forces shape 
one’s subjectivity, let’s hope that social forces now allow the woman to be one that entails free 
spirit, power and dignity.

By, Dr. Rosy Sinha 
Deptt. of English

Gender Bias in Subjects

I pan my eyes across the length of my english lecture room and all I can see are years of sexism 
nurtured from childhood and a non-existent way of tackling the glaring gender discrepancy. 
All of us have heard that generic phrase about girls being more caring and boys having a more 
task-oriented mind. It’s hard to say whether its biologically wired into our system to think so 
or society has done a pretty good job of engraving this stereotype into our brains ever since we 
were wee toddlers. 

This divide between genders begins from the time a girl’s room is painted pink and a boy’s blue, 
when girls are given barbies to play while boys are gifted superhero figurines and remote-con-
trolled cars. It never occurs to anybody to give the kids a chance to decide for themselves what 
they would prefer instead of letting years of stereotypical worldviews mask the wants of the 
child. This then transcends its way into the very education that children receive. 

Subjects like maths, physics and commerce are considered as a ‘better fit’ for boys while psy-
chology, english and biology are seen as subjects suited for girls. But the real question is – who 
said so? Studies have shown that the subjects I mentioned have been divided between genders 
according to the aspect of emotionality associated with them. So psychology, english and bi-
ology are more ‘care-giving’ subjects while maths, physics and commerce are hard maths and 
require a focus-oriented brain. What that basically means is that the former set of subjects fulfill 
the need of a woman to provide care while the latter is recommended for men as men are said 
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to have a more analytical mind. 

However, biological research isn’t the only key factor involved in this discrepancy. In another 
research, gender discrimination was one of the reasons due to which a particular gender chose 
a certain subject. Most women admitted that at some point in their lives they had been discour-
aged from pursuing a career in physics or maths. What is even more surprising is that most of 
the men didn’t mention this present-day discrimination. On the other hand, female students 
and employees still face discrimination in fields that they aren’t expected to pursue. 

Even though there might a grain of truth to biological division, it simply cannot be applied to 
everyone. There are many times when men are chosen over their more accomplished female 
counterparts only because they are men. Women feel safer going for subjects that are expected 
of them, as they would have lesser discrimination and a larger number of examples to follow. 

But this problem hasn’t held back a lot of women who are unafraid to fight societal pressures. 
We have women pilots, sportspersons, defense personnel, police officers, engineers etc. who are 
breaking the gender stereotype and excelling in the fields that are heavily male dominated. For 
instance, my friend’s mother is a pilot in the navy who struggled through years of being judged 
for her choice of profession to come out successful whilst balancing her housework and taking 
care of her two daughters. Of her daughters, one wants to be a pilot like her mother and the 
other has taken a liking to football, which is typically seen, as a game only for boys. We also have 
famous instances of Kiran Bedi who shattered all the walls of gender discrimination to become 
the first IPS officer and is now the Lt. Governor of Puducherry. Then there is another instance 
of Mandira Bedi who is much more than noodle straps; she is a woman who is strong, powerful, 
loves cricket but most importantly is a lone voice that cuts across the masses and makes the 
game fun for the audience to watch. 

These women help young girls to change their views and opt for career choices and subjects 
that are nuanced and different instead of going for ‘safer’ options that they’ll live their whole life 
cursing. The change needs to begin in ourselves so the next time you see a boy heading towards 
a career in fashion studies or a girl aiming to be an air force officer, don’t discourage or make fun 
of them instead make sure that they know that are allowed to pursue whatsoever makes their 
hearts come alive and this choice doesn’t make them seem weaker instead they are stronger than 
most others.

Inali Negi 
BA(H) English 

1st Year
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“In Memory of Jane Austen” 
Presented by the book club of the English Department 

On October 13th 2017, the teachers and students of ARSD’s book club organized an event to 
promote reading and the love for literature but above all to celebrate the 200th death anniversa-
ry of the literary legend whose books have inspired works both on screen and on print – Jane 
Austen. Due to unforeseen circumstances, the time to put the event together was short but the 
enthusiasm was still going strong. We also shortlisted a few excerpts from Northanger Abbey 
and Persuasion and read the entire novel of Pride and Prejudice in preparation for the British 
novelist’s event. After a weeklong’s planning and hardwork, we finally had our show together 
and were excited to present it in front of reading enthusiasts and lovers of Jane Austen alike. 
Aashee Gupta and Hritik Rawat, our excellent anchors for the day guided the audience through 
the entire show and made sure that the enthusiasm carried on till the very end. After a brief 
introduction given by Prerna Ma’am about the achievements as well as the activities of the book 
club, we had Amrita present a speech on the celebrated novel Pride and Prejudice that covered 
a varied range of topics including the society, the characters, their flaws and strengths, the im-
portant plot points and the status of women in regency England. We then had one of our book 
club members Shreya Anand cosplaying Jane Austen and channeling the novelist’s spirit as she 
walked into an interview conducted by Saloni Singh. It was an interesting concept as we got to 
see Jane Austen arriving centuries into the future and being asked about her books, her world-
view and her inspirations. This was followed by a screening of two movies related to our event 
which would provide the audience with a visual picture of the idea behind this entire ordeal. 
The first movie was the 2005 BBC adaptation of Pride and Prejudice starring Keira Knightley 
and Matthew Macfadyen. Towards the end of the movie, snippets of the other adaptations of 
pride and prejudice including the 1995 TV series on Pride and Prejudice, Bridget Jones’s Diary 
and Bride and Prejudice which is a Bollywood take on the beloved novel were also showcased. 
The second movie that followed soon after was Aisha, a Bollywood movie heavily influenced by 
Jane Austen’s Emma. This was an important movie to screen since it is the only successful Bol-
lywood adaptation of Jane Austen’s books that was able to integrate the plot of regency England 
into a wholly modern setting and still be able to convey the message that the author wanted to. 
After the screening that gave the audience a taste of how far and wide Austen’s influence has 
spread, we promptly moved over to a discussion on the three novels of Jane Austen. Focusing 
on the plight and status of women, Inali Negi presented a few points for the audience to ponder 
over including the female protagonists, the unfair property law and justified her reason for stat-
ing that she is of the view that Jane Austen was one of the early feminists. Once the discussions 
on the various points were dissected, we shifted the program to a livelier setting with the per-
formance of two delightful skits. The first one was a skit based on the first chapter of the novel 
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‘A Suitable Boy’ by Vikram Seth as it was deeply influenced by Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice 
and provided an Indian take on topics of marriage and women. The next skit, which was per-
haps, the most enjoyable aspect of the event was saved for the last as it rewarded the audience 
for sticking till the end with mirth and music. The plot of the play was a comic take on the 
women of the 21st century who conduct their own lives and aren’t eager to be slapped with rules 
of yesteryear. The characters were a hilarious blend of old and new starring the modern woman 
and a distressed ghost of the girl’s grandmother who has a hard time coping with the changing 
times. We also had running gags by the girl’s mother, father and friend to accompany the play. 
It was a sidesplitting skit that kept us in a jolly mood till the end. Lastly, we wrapped up the 
event with a concluding speech by Jane Austen herself. With a vote of thanks given by Priyanka 
Ma’am, the curtains came to a close but the aim of the event didn’t. It was an elating experience 
for the book club to pay a tribute to the woman who not only prospered in an era when it wasn’t 
fashionable for a woman to write but also changed entire lives through her storytelling.

Inali Negi 
English Honours 

1st Year

I’m Still Seventeen

I’m five and she dances with me in the empty bedroom of our grandma’s house. The sun streams 
in through a mesh on the windows and she falls, struggles to get up, her toes caught up in the 
hem of her skirt, it had always been two sizes too big for my sister. 

I’m six and my mother waves at me as the auto pulls away from my front gate. It’s 2006 and I 
sit on the giant sofa in my living room, convincing her that I’m big enough to go the far away 
school now. She loves the idea even though she hates to admit it. My father nods and I’m off. 
But something gets caught between my throat and the hammer in my chest as she waves and 
waves and waves. 

I’m ten and my best friend cries in the classroom, her white suit stained with a beetroot red, her 
face a mess of snot and panic, her legs jelly, her back bent, her body wracked with her sobs. I 
hold her hand and cry a bit too, the world was falling apart for two girls in uniforms bleached 
every Sunday, two girls who didn’t know diddly squat about period stains. We pull the strap of 
her bag all the way down and walk out with it slapping against her hips, her clammy hand still 
locked in mine. 

I’m twelve and everyone’s in love. Girls sit on stairs during recess and pass notes written in nods 
and giggles, snorting every now and then, blowing water out their noses whenever ‘his’ name 
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came up. There were secrets now, caught up in glances and late night Facebook messages and I 
imagined them smiling to themselves as they hid beneath covers, their faces lit up by the phone 
screens, their veins spelling love in pink beneath their skin, their fingers wrapped around the 
landline phone cords, convinced of how unspectacular they were but never letting the other end 
of the line think so. 

I’m thirteen and heartbreak is “in” now. Everyone mopes and drags their feet in the halls. I join 
the parade and walk to bland shop music, switching over to dreamy jazz and watch as Amy goes 
back to black, buries her heart. Our heroes fall to needles to pills, to nooses and we stand there 
gaping, holding our breath, and hitting the replay button again and again and again. 

I’m fourteen and she tells me. I listen and understand.

Her pauses tell me more than her words ever can.

She swallows her breath and whispers the word and I catch it before it falls to the ground, hold 
it in the palm of my hand and break it down. 

R-A-P-E.  

I cry with her, for her, and then with her again. I hear she’s moving away a few months later. I 
don’t know where she is anymore.

I’m seventeen and I move too. The city’s cracking at the surface and my room’s a matchbox. 
There are no windows and the girls next door are obnoxious with their loud music and no head-
phones policy. I usually end up sleeping a lot. 

I’m still seventeen and there are these two girls, spending entire evenings holed up in my room, 
we swap stories, spin them, and spin and spin and spin.

I’m still seventeen and she and I walk aimlessly about the city. She tells me that my new hair 
looks great and we snort at memes all day. Sometimes we go to the park and smile at the chil-
dren playing. I think she misses her sister and the mother she didn’t get a lot of time with and 
me? I’m back in fifth grade, a little on the chubby side, walking back from school through the 
shortcut, a tiny lane tucked away in some neat little corner with the air smelling like those 
white-pink flowers you make chains out of..

I’m still very much seventeen and sometimes I think of changing the world. I give interviews in 
the shower, dole out my humility, and maybe quote Camus. It’s only 8th March and the earth is 
already blistering up. Delhi. I swear. She and I sit outside on the steps, watching strangers walk 
by. The air is slick with smells, all wafting around us and I think of her dancing, her waving, 
her sobbing, her grieving, her caring, her loving, her missing, her holding it all in the span of 
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her arms. I can feel the heat singeing my skin; the warm air comes and goes in waves. We have 
no idea why we’re sitting outside in this sun, but we know that it will be evening soon and the 
clouds will take care of it. 

Somya Khanduri 
BA (H) English, 1st Year

The Day She Got Freedom

THE DAY SHE WAS BORN
THE DAY SHE DIED

WAS THE DAY SHE GOT FREEDOM

THE DAY SHE STARTED TO WALK
THE DAY SHE LOST HER PATH

WAS THE DAY SHE GOT FREEDOM

THE DAY SHE STARTED TO TALK
THE DAY SHE BEGAN TALKING TO HERSELF

WAS THE DAY SHE GOT FREEDOM

THE DAY SHE WAS TAUGHT THE FIRST ALPHABET
THE DAY SHE LOST HER MEMORY
WAS THE DAY SHE GOT FREEDOM

THE DAY SHE TURNED ELEVEN
THE DAY SHE WAS SEVENTY SEVEN
WAS THE DAY SHE GOT FREEDOM

THE DAY SHE GOT MARRIED
THE DAY SHE GOT DIVORCED

WAS THE DAY SHE GOT FREEDOM

THE DAY WHEN WAS RIGHT 
THE DAY WHEN SHE INTENTIONALLY DID THE WRONG

WAS THE DAY SHE GOT FREEDOM

THE DAYS BETWEEN THESE DAYS
WERE THE DAYS SHE LOST HER FREEDOM

Shreya Anand 
BA(H) English 

2nd Year
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A Room Painted Blue

A room painted blue
A white window on the wall, left.

In alignment, a bed with a time table,
And a dreamy collection of Woolf

Full Stop
Pointers nailed outside the doors!

Many empty lines to write on –
. I have thoughts

. I Feel
. I have Voice

. I Speak
. I have movement

. I Walk
. I have a pen

. I Write
Inverted Question Mark
Meanwhile you read it

I’ll just take a walk
And come.

“A dream – catching thought,” 
Hope the feathers don’t fall.

There’s a repair

Beauty dies through
Some unfinished swift mending(s)

Successfully hung again,
With dust through the years.

Anxiety pumps through,
When 20 years later someone waves it in 

admiration
Or

Maybe to replace it with…
The agitation simmering through

East – South – North – West
It goes outside the door

A feather drops within half a mile
With the final arrival,
The thread gets loose;

It’s dragged under a car wheel
A circle remains

And remains
For millions of eyes continue to take a walk.

Shruti Gaur
Ex-Student

Attention 
inspired by Sadhguru

Being joyful is struggle specially when the problem is not outside. If you are hungry, there is 
only one problem but if you are full, suddenly 1000 problems occur out of nowhere.

To bring in some comfort we have tried to fix the outside surroundings so much so that the very 
life of our planet is under threat. If we try to fix it even more then there won’t be a planet left. In 
the history of human mankind we are by far the most comfortable generation thriving on this 
planet. But can we say that we are the most joyful of all?

Its time we pay a little bit of attention to our inner selves. See, you are sitting right now with 
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your hand on the side but what if it starts dancing on its own? You would want to set it right, 
don’t you? Your mind is also dancing the same way. If you think your thoughts are important 
then you’ve won the race of stupidity. Congratulations! you’ve finally hit the pedestal. You are 
not thinking consciously. You are in a constant state of mental diarrhoea and the only respite 
is that no one can see this. However, this land has never paid any importance to thoughts, only 
because we consider ourselves of too much importance that we pay heed to those useless limited 
perceptible thoughts.

Of all the data you have gathered do you think it is only through the 5 sense organs till now? In 
one way or the other you are taught something by someone that has not worked for themselves. 
That is why we need to a pay a little bit of attention to this one. 

A human body is the most sophisticated and complex machinery one can have. More than the 
latest technologies of tablets and iphones. Its time we pay attention to the ‘I’ but only if we would 
have read the user’s manual. If we don’t read it then any occurrence good or bad is by accident. 
Only if we have full knowledge of its functions can we use it properly. Well, its available to all of 
us and we can be aware of it within ourselves only if we pay a little attention to the inside than 
outside looking for the solutions. 

Our mind is a useful slave but a very dangerous master. That is why the same situation is diffi-
cult for someone and ecstatic for the other. Certainly the situation is the same, its just that we 
have lost control over our body and mind. This can be done by the help of yogic asanas and 
meditation. This entity has answers to all your questions. Start looking inside, its right there!

Atisha Rathore 
Ex-student

Enactus

Heartfelt greetings to respected Principal sir, esteemed colleagues and dear students. It gives us, 
the team Enactus ARSD, immense pleasure and pride to give a report about our first ever public 
appearance since our inception in April 2017 through कौशल- an exhibition for social cause. We 
at Enactus ARSD are committed to the college motto “Tejasvi-Naav-Adhitam-Astu”, which visu-
alizes a joyful ecosystem, where everyone works to their potential but conscientiously. Similarly, 
through our mission- 

“Empathy, Empowerment and Ecstasy”

We strive to bring a positive difference in the lives of the underprivileged sections of our society; 
not by providing them a one-time windfall earning but by imparting them various skills so that 
they can have stable and continuous income source. 
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I take this opportunity to congratulate my team on the successful completion of the project 
“Kalakari”, wherein Enactus students approached women in the slum areas and imparted them 
the required skills for sewing beautiful bags from upcycled old jeans and t-shirts. Through this 
social entrepreneurial venture, we tried to achieve the following objectives: 

1. Skill enhancement  
2. Women empowerment  
3. Social upliftment  
4. Environmental conservation through the process of upcycling 

The exhibition was inaugurated by our respected principal sir, Dr. Gyantosh Kumar Jha, who 
praised the Enactus Team for all their hard work in carrying out the project “Kalakari” and 
setting up such an elaborate exhibition. The exhibition was a massive and thundering success 
not only for us but also for the slum dwellers who perfectly learned and executed their craft, 
bringing them one step closer to the goal of self-sustenance and ecstasy. 

This very brief iteration of our activities would have been meaningless if we had failed to thank 
our reverend and highly committed Principal sir. Without his mentorship, encouragement and 
unconditional and unwavering support we would not have been able to visualize and execute 
the event. THANK YOU, SIR. 

Our thanks are also due to our invitees and visitors (students, faculty and non- teaching staff). 
Your enthusiasm, encouragement, suggestions and blessings are priceless for us. We will cherish 
them all. 

We will soon be back with a bigger and better edition of कौशल

Teacher-In-Charge  
Dr. Manika Jain 

History Department Report

Recently, there was a seminar organized by the department of History and the department of 
Hindi in collaboration with Am bedkar Study circle of ARSD college. 

Celebrating 500 years of Kabir, 

It was a two-day international seminar on “Kabir - Different perspectives.”

On day one, there was keynote address by an eminent historian Professor Harbans Mukhia 
(Retd.), Centre for Historical studies, JNU and presidential address by Sir Purushottham Ag-
garwal, Chair by Professor Eugenia Vanina, iOS Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow. 
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The event was a two-day series of lectures followed by a Kawalli performance on the second day. 
The event was a great success because of the efforts of teachers and students alike.

Hold

HOLD TILL
YOU GET CONTROL OVER IT.

HOLD TILL
YOU HAVE THE POWER TO INFLUENCE IT.

HOLD TILL
YOU FALL IN LOVE WITH IT.

HOLD TILL
YOU CAN CONVERT EVERY FAILURE INTO SUCCESS.

HOLD THIS OPTIMISM TILL
YOU LIVE AFTER DEMISE.

SHREYA ANAND  
B.A (H) English  

(2nd Year) 

I Was Bad in The Game of Life

I was bad in the game of life

Neither a good daughter nor a wife

The darkest day of my family was when I was born 

It was not less than a storm

Little I grew when mom told me that the house where I was born in was never mine

The elder I grew I realized the one in which I was married was only mine till he was fine

Things after marriage were good - a joint family and he didn’t ask for dowry as well 

But every night my body is what I sell 

He didn’t realize my situation; it was the only thing he was passionate about 

Is this only the male duty? Was my doubt...I didn’t earn a living but was that a tribute I could 
give him
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Every night I used to think in the dim

The pain, the marks of the tight clutches were a cause of distress

The consent was never given...I confess

The IPC never gave me a chance to file a complaint 

If I did so I was the one to be taint 

The social media introduced me to a term marital rape

My life was in a rewind tape

How could it be a rape if someone shows love to his wife?

But that was not the only reason of my life 

Duty of a girl is to satisfy her man, I was taught.

The day I said no, the trap was worst in which I was caught. 

Early in the morning he left for office leaving the tiffin I made

Only one no was enough to make a relation fade.

He came back I realized when I couldn’t fight back the isolation 

He felt happy for the realization... 

He slept that night and I didn’t because my duty and honor were mixed and we’re not of oil and 
water but sand and salt

Difficult to segregate... and nowhere till now I was able to revolt.

Shreya Sanskriti 
History Honours 

1st year

Interview With Kiran Nagarkar

English Association invited over author Kiran Nagarkar, a prolific bilingual Indian author who 
writes in Marathi and English.He is a septuagenarian, still writing, moving ahead in his radical 
expressions in his novels. He  is one of the most significant Postcolonial writers and has novels 
to his credit like Cuckold, God’s Little Soldier, Ravan and Eddie to name a few, while Bedtime 
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Stories and Jasoda are his recent ones.Authors generally fill us with awe and asking them ques-
tions is not easy but these apprehensions turned out to be wrong because of his very warm and 
friendly demeanor.

Two students, Adarsh from III year and Saloni from I year interviewed the author.

Here is the excerpt from the interview: 

The Interview

Saloni: - Welcome, Nagarkar sir. I must say it is an honor to have you here and be able to con-
duct an interview for a renowned author like yourself.

Adarsh: - Yes sir, it is indeed a pleasure. Especially since the release of your recent book Jasoda: 
A Novel. Sir, please share a few thoughts about this book.

Kiran sir: - Well, this book arises from two things. One, despite us having abundant rivers, lakes 
and ponds almost half the country is suffering from drought. Men escape through suicide but 
those left behind are women. Two, women are forced by their husbands to murder their daugh-
ters so as to not pay for their dowry.

Saloni: - So, is Jasoda a villain or saint?

Kiran sir: - That is the central conundrum of all our life.

Adarsh: - Sir, how do you choose the subjects of your novels?

Saloni: - The themes of your novels are in a way unique. Like your novel cuckold, history has 
always focused on Mirabai but her husband is a shadow in history.

Kiran sir: - Aren’t their occasions where we do things instinctively. More than me choosing the 
subject of my novels it is more like the subject chooses me and this quirk has been most proba-
bly the basis of my literary career.

Saloni: - After writing the novel Saat Sakkam Trechalis, there was a lot of criticism for it. How 
did you go about it?

Kiran sir: - You cannot grow until you receive some kind of feedback weather positive or nega-
tive. And for a person belonging to the field of literature criticism is a very important factor for 
the growth of an author. I received a lot of negative criticism but many positives as well. I re-
member reading a review, ‘He’s imitating Camus and Sartre!’ and ‘His name’s Kiran (sunbeam) 
but he pretends to be the sun itself!’. Many a times it is the negative that makes you see the pos-
itive. In literature, until you don’t receive criticism for your work from 10 people it means your 
work wasn’t up to mark that people did not even form an opinion on it. You can only criticize a 
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work when you have studied it properly. So I was actually grateful that people took time to read 
my books and also comment on it.

Adarsh: - In your book, the Bedtime Story: A Play, there are excerpts from the Mahabharat. 
Which character stands out to you sir?

Kiran sir: - For me, it is Bhishma. To many, he might seem as a single dimensional character 
always looking straight ahead. But for me Bhishma is a character that represents anyone of us 
even in this day and age. We question him as to why he did not put a stop to the malicious in-
tents of Kauravas despite knowing their schemes during the disrobing of Draupadi or why did 
he still choose to follow the Kauravas knowing that he is following the path of evil. What we 
should question instead is which kind of loyalty is important to us – loyalty to our principles 
and ethics or loyalty to our bloodline and hierarchy.

Saloni: - There is a scene in your book Bedtime story describing Ecklavya giving his gurudakshi-
na to Dronacharya. What do you think Ecklavya represents?

Kiran sir: - People have always said that Ecklavya represents the greatest student and a very loyal 
man with steadfast principles. But what we fail to see is that Ecklavya is the very first example 
of a successful self-made man in history. This man was able to achieve a feat of unimaginable 
magnitude in that era. He is also a very good example of a man whose talent society is ready to 
destroy because he does not meet some set social parameters. Sadly, the situation has not im-
proved very much to this day. How much talent rots away in our country is really heartbreaking 
to say the least.

Adarsh: - Sir, please a few words for the young writers.

Kiran sir: - Nothing is greater a crime than to stop writing. I wasted some precious years of my 
life not writing. We need to learn from our past mistakes and not just reflect on them. That is 
the only sure method of living in the present. Admit our flaws because, believe me, perfect is 
just a hypothetical concept. The young generation of today have the freedom of choose which is 
a very heavy privilege given to humans. 

Saloni: - Thank you so much, sir. It was enlighting to have spent this time with you. We hope for 
more future interactions.

Adarsh: - We are sure to keep your words in our minds and work upon them. Thank you, sir.       

Saloni Singh 
BA (H) English 

1st Year
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#MeToo

Have lost faith in the power of hashtags? #MeToo

My heart resounds MeToo, my brain says NoUse!

A wise man once said: Never invite the wrath of a woman, she will find you and she will kill 
you. Rightfully so! Harvey Weinstein, the man behind the newly emergent trend of #MeToo has 
gone hiding in Arizona after his alleged sexual harassment and assault of a dozen women that 
sparked a wild fire on social media with thousands of women sharing their sexual abuse stories.

It must be a software glitch, I imagined, that my phone displayed nothing but “Me Too” as I 
scrolled past endless number of posts on my social media profile on Monday. But where exactly 
is the Star of the show? He must have probably gone to seek counseling for his supposed sex 
addiction.

“Pata lagao Daya!”

But for a country where I see women facing nasty comments on their attire every single day, and 
a horrible bunch of men debating on Quora about the “skimpy clothes” of Indian actresses, it 
did not come as a surprise to me that not a single women said #NotMe.

Flashback:

Priyanka Chopra “showing her legs” and forgetting her “Indian culture” couldn’t escape the 
censorship of some “concerned” citizens.

Mithali Raj was slut-shamed for her picture donning a spaghetti top, on Twitter.

Disha Patani’s “revealing” dress went viral on Instagram.

Deepika Padukone was called “cheap”, “vulgar” and “disgusting” for her bold photoshoot.

Now:

The monster behind the story fades away and in his stead, a massive conversation begins about 
the Global nature of women’s assault and harassment. All the women join hands to share their 
heart-wrenching story of being sexually harassed.

As the comedian Mallika Dua shares graphic details on facebook about how she was sexually 
harassed at the age of 7, I wonder why nobody came in to pontificate their point like before? For 
god’s sake women! How would your Indian parents feel when you reveal everything and leave 
nothing to the imagination?
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In my corner of the world, this might seem like a genuine reason as to why besides a handful of 
women, nobody has ventured beyond the hashtag to reveal their story completely.

Time travel to the Future:

Culture-Nazis continue to hunt down women who do not fit into their frame of “Sanskaari”. 
Celebrities continue to be slut-shamed for their outfits and our body, which is technically our 
own, continues to be everybody else’s damned business.

It is not a secret that this quiet feminist move which adheres to “This happened to me. Period” 
attitude will be soon overtaken by some other trending hashtag on social media.

Aishwarya 
Ex-student

My Experience Being A Part of ARSD’s Youth Conclave

If someone would have told me that I would be taking part in ARSD’s Youth Conclave, the big-
gest debating event where students from all universities would be coming with 40-50 MUN’s 
under their belt, I would have laughed in their face.  

With no prior knowledge or experience in MUN and a bad case of stage fright due to which I 
have reduced to tears in the past, I filled the delegate application for the United Nations Envi-
ronment Assembly.

A week before the event till the day of the event, I kept thinking of genuine reasons which 
wouldn’t allow me to attend the event. I couldn’t find any reason, so I went. And I’m quite happy 
that I did. Sitting in the seminar room, I saw delegates with their laptops open with 100 tabs 
with information regarding not just their own portfolio but others as well. And then there was 
me who hadn’t done her own research properly lest do for other portfolios. When the commit-
tee began, the Editorial Board took it upon themselves to explain the rules and procedures for 
the first-timers. And then we got to the debating part. Delegates were making their points, rais-
ing notions and speaking at a speed to cram every piece of information in those 60-90 seconds, 
that to me,  wasn’t understandable. I had my points but compared to them, they were nothing 
and quite disorganized. There is a 90-second Opening Speech that is the bare minimum any 
speaker does and the sure and safe way for the first timers to speak without any fear. After get-
ting my name on the Opening Speakers List, I sat back tension free and relaxed which meant 
not making an effort to speak other than that was necessary. But the angel on my shoulder kept 
reminding me that I’m going to waste a golden opportunity like the fool that I am. So with 
the new found revelation, I raised my placard, composed the points right then and there and 
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spoke. Result: Before, during and after, I was shaking. And then soon enough my chance for 
the Opening Speech came. At the end of the 1st day, I went home quite happy and satisfied with 
myself. The next day I arrived sharply dressed in a pantsuit and a promise to myself to speak 
more today. The committee started and within 5 minutes I lost my determination. I wasn’t able 
to bring myself to raise my placard to get recognized. And at that moment, The Editorial Board 
encouraged every first-timer who hadn’t spoken even once, to speak. So I did. I spoke quite a 
few times that day.

That was then and this is now. Just one event has boosted my confidence so much that I can suc-
cessfully remove public speaking phobia from my long list of phobias. ARSD Youth Conclave 
was key to my confidence and I will always be thankful for the opportunity.

Soumya Jain 
BA (H) English 

1st Year

PixElation – “A New Venture”

PixElation, the photography society of ARSD College is a comprehensive pool of enthusiastic 
and hardworking photographers from all domains of photography. The society provides a plat-
form for those who hold a keen interest in photography and for the beginners who wish to learn 
by providing an intellectual and innovative environment. It not only promotes healthy learning 
and an engaging atmosphere but equal participation for both men and women as well. The team 
consists of 22 participants from different courses and different years. Out of a total of 22 mem-
bers, there are 12 female members and 10 male members. The society is headed by Dr. Subhash 
Mohapatra, Dr. Anjali Sharma and Mr. Mihir Kumar Jha.

The society had a very tremendous beginning. It held its auditions on August 4, 2017 and se-
lected a team of 15 students. In its first three months itself, the society organized the first ever 
workshop in the college on ‘The Basics of Photography’. The Nikon Team was invited to conduct 
a workshop to acquaint the students with the fundamentals of photography. The workshop was 
open to all and not only the members of PixElation attended it but a large number of other stu-
dents and teachers as well.

The society also worked in collaboration with several other societies of the college. One such 
collaboration was with the Women Development Cell of the college. The collaboration was one 
of the most successful collaborations the society had in its first year of commencement. 

Our society also got an opportunity to cover the Self Defense training workshop organized by 
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the Women Development Cell. It was a 10 day workshop and the members of the society par-
ticipated in it as well. The society stands in full support of the idea of women empowerment 
and all our  members participated in the seminar organized by the Women Development Cell.

Apart from this, the society worked round the semester covering various events, workshops and 
seminars. The society made its mark in the college in the beginning year itself by its successful 
collaborations and active participation of the members in various events. The journey started 
with the coverage of the auditions of Rangayan, the Dramatics society of ARSD College fol-
lowed by Independence Day Celebrations in the College. The society worked in collaboration 
with Kalashree, the dance society of ARSD College, NSS and the cultural society of the college 
as well. Apart from the different events hosted by different societies, PixElation featured the 
events of the college as a whole. 

In the first three months itself, the society had the opportunity of covering ARSD Youth Con-
clave, one of the biggest debating conferences of Delhi University, hosted by Nimbus, the De-
bating Society of ARSD College. The event was a debating simulation consisting of four differ-
ent committees that went on for two days with our team covering the entire event from opening 
ceremony to the four committees to the closing ceremony. PixElation also presented a video in 
the closing ceremony of Arsd Youth Conclave reciting the glimpses of the entire event in just 
four minutes. 

The society functions actively in the college while keeping a pace with its other objectives as 
well. It tries to instill confidence in its members to capture in the most captivating manner. The 
society provides a platform to its members via their Facebook to showcase their works and de-
lineate their emotions and stories in the most vivid manner. 

All the members, through their hard work and dedication, contribute to the creative environ-
ment of the college and help build capabilities through interactive teamwork. The society ac-
credits its Convener Dr. Subhash Mohapatra and its teacher members Dr. Anjali Sharma and 
Mr. Mihir Kumar Jha for its exceptional beginning.

Over the last three months, the society has grown up to great levels and shall continue to do 
so while maintaining its fundament goal of creating such an atmosphere in the college that not 
only fosters the growth and development of the members of the society but of all the other stu-
dents of the college as well. 

Bhanu Singhal  
BA (H) Economics 

2nd Year 
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Tourism In India

From Kashmir to Kanyakumari, from Arunachal Pradesh to Gujarat, every region has its own 

peculiar tone – from cold and hot deserts of Ladakh and Rajasthan to the rivers of Brahmapu-

tra, from forests to islands, together with the cultural heritage spread across the country offers 

a fusion of choices to tourists from within the country as well as abroad. The Indian subcon-

tinent is the birthplace of three religions – Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism. Comprising of 

innumerable sacred and religious tourist places, we have no choice but to attract tourists from 

all over the globe.

In the World Economic Forum’s global travel and tourism ranking, earlier this year India took 

the 40th position in the list. In 2015, we had 8.2 million foreign tourists arrivals and 143 million 

domestic tourists in states and union territories.

The government’s comprehensive and serious approach to promote tourism as a vital key to 

growth can be seen with the Prime Minister promoting domestic tourism and the 21-day pro-

gram, “Paryatan Parv” organized by Union Ministry of Tourism. Plus, schemes like, Swadesh 

Darshan (Integrated Development of Theme-Based Tourist Circuits) and PRASAD (Pilgrimage 

Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation Drive) have been launched for creation of tourism 

infrastructure.

In spite of all the attraction India renders for tourists, the major hindrance in the development 

of tourism sector in India remains the lack of infrastructure. The tourism associated economic 

and social infrastructure – hotels, connectivity, human resources, hygiene, health facilities, etc. 

are largely underdeveloped. Secondly, the safety and security of the tourists, especially foreign 

tourists raises questions such as if India can welcome people from foreign nationalities, es-

pecially women. This points towards the code of conduct for the Hindu society, “Atithidevo 

Bhava.” 

Tourism not only creates income and employment but also is a source of foreign exchange earn-

ings. It helps us preserve national heritage and the environment in addition to development of 

infrastructure and promoting peace and prosperity. It is important to note that medical tourism 

in India is the fastest growing segment of tourism industry.

Tourism can only flourish if the industry can employ qualified staff or sustainable workforce, 

which is the heart for excellence and a prompt delivery system.
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Tryst with World Literature

‘Tryst with World Literature: A Glimpse of Varied Perspectives’ 
– Report of the Book Club Event held on 23rd March, 2018

Under the aegis of English Association another event took place entitled – ‘Tryst with World 
Literature: A Glimpse of Varied Perspectives’. The event was conceived as a platform for discus-
sion on World Literature, especially in accordance with the syllabus perceived in the optional 
papers for English (Hons.) IIIrd year DSC course and BA (Prog.) IIIrd year DCE course. The 
idea was mooted to explore various tributaries and conceptualize world literature as an overall 
discipline. So, paper presentations by students from both courses were decided so as to arrive 
conclusively on varied perspectives. 

Before the presentations began, we had Dr. Prerna Sinha give us a brief introduction on the 
topics being touched upon today and her own views about different aspects of world literature. 
After which, we had Komal from English (Hons.) Ist Year who carried out the anchoring for the 
entirety of the programme. 

Firstly, we had Suman from BA (Prog.) IIIrd year who presented a paper focusing on Chinua 
Achebe. She thoroughly went over the writer’s life, achievements and various other facets that 
shaped his writing and being. She also talked about his novel ‘Things Fall Apart’ in depth, which 
felicitated him with the title of the ‘patriarch of the African novel’. 

Next, we had Amrita from English (Hons.) IIIrd year who gave us a broad overview of World 
Literature. She talked about the problems that arise with putting literature under the umbrella 
term ‘World Literature’ and also gave temporary solutions for them. She then went on to look 
at the literature of the world as a way to eliminate geographical boundaries and create a bond 
between strangers through similarities in their way of living and the sufferings they experience. 

Mishti Joshi from English (Hons.) IIIrd year presented a paper on translation and used the Little 
Prince as an example to get her point across. She listed out the various advantages and disadvan-
tages of translation and gave an in-depth account of each point. 

Shubhangee from English (Hons.) IIIrd year presented her views of the Little Prince as a chil-
dren’s literature. She used various excerpts from the novella itself to talk about ‘taming’ in a 
relationship, spoke about how one thing is perceived differently by different people and other 
aspects of the novel that were not only informative but also stimulating. 

Lastly, we had Dakshita from English (Hons.) IIIrd year who spoke about V.S. Naipaul and his 
close association with identity crisis. She gave a deep analysis on Naipaul’s works by comparing 
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his own alienation from the world when it came to his identity to the disturbance faced by his 
characters went it came to personal identity. She also briefly introduced us to the terms associ-
ated with identity crisis and the various interpretations of it given by literary writers as well as 
psychologists. 

On the completion of the presentations, we had teachers give their various inputs to facilitate 
better understanding, right after which the floor was opened for an interactive session. 

The activity was extremely intellectually thought provoking and a satisfying experience for the 
teachers as well as the students alike.

Dr. Prerna Sinha 
Deptt Of English

&

Inali Negi 
BA(H) English

Vision for Corruption Free India

If a country is to be corruption free and become a nation of beautiful minds, I strongly feel that 
are three societal members who can make a difference. They are the father, the mother and the 

teacher. –APJ Abdul Kalam

One word, which frequently becomes a burning topic of discussion, gossip or debate among 
the youths, adults or senior citizens, is the word CORRUPTION. It never fails to capture the 
headlines of the newspaper. The social media, a very common and innovative platform often 
gets flooded with diverse opinions and arguments centered on corruption.

Corruption in simple terms means the illegal use of public property for one’s own selfish gain. 
The people engaged in corruption constitute a long line ranging from bureaucrats, higher offi-
cials, ministers and even small position holders in offices like the peons, assistants, etc.

Corruption takes place at various sectors be it social, educational, industrial, judicial or polit-
ical. One of the sectors which easily comes to our notice is the political corruption often com-
mitted by ministers. They are often in the headlines for using the public money or assets for 
self-gratification.

Corruption is a very dishonest and unethical act as it breaks the foundation of a society and 
scatters it into pieces. Some of the activities that fall under the umbrella of corruption are brib-
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ery, embezzlement, etc. Corruption is a never-ending process. In order to put a stop to corrup-
tion, the spark to fight against it should come from within us. Charles Caleb Cotton said – Cor-
ruption is like a ball of snow; once its set rolling, it must increase.

There are big and fat corruption scandals reported in India. Some of them are the 24 spectrum 
scam of 1.7 lakh crore, 2010 commonwealth games scam of a whooping 20,000 crore and the 
coal mining scam of 1.86 lakh crore. The government to curb this disease of corruption has 
adopted different measures to cure it but to everyone’s utter disappointment, they are hardly 
successful. Its not a disease in the body that can get cured by medicine, it is our thoughts which 
need purification. Only we, ourselves can put an end to corruption.

Some of the anti-corruption measures taken up by India are – 

• Indian Penal Code, 1860
• Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988
• Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002

Apart from this another weapon often used by the government as well as the public is the Right 
to Information Act (2005) which has helped getting to the roots of several scams and revealing 
the hands involved in it. 

Then came “demonetization” declared on 8th November 2016. It was also found out that the 
black money that had been rumored to be in the Swiss Bank was actually declared false. The 
black money was inside the country and not outside India. Old 500 and 1000 rupee notes were 
banned and new notes came into the market. Demonetization was supposedly introduced to rid 
the country of black money but did that actually happen? One glance will show you that it was 
the poor that suffered from the demonetization and not the rich. Money and jobs both received 
a huge blow.

Power does not corrupt but it is the fear of losing the power that leads one to corruption. Every 
government comes up with new strategies to put a full stop to corruption but they actually have 
their own interests in mind. Blaming the bureaucrats or trolling them will not work. If we are 
aware of whom we are electing and are knowledgeable enough to know what we are doing then 
we have the power to change the future. 

India today ranks among the top 100 in World’s banks with respect to the ease of doing business 
which is a jump from the previous 130. India has improved a lot but it still has miles more to 
achieve.

If we want to wake up to a corruption free morning then we need to work day and night to fight 
against it. If we feel that we are a little corrupt then we need to start by changing ourselves and 
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then spread the awareness among the masses. Everyone needs to collaborate with each other 
and maintain transparency. Children should be made aware of what is right and what is not 
from schools itself as they are the future of the country. Instead of ignoring political or social 
issues, the youth should try to gather knowledge and find solutions to solve the problem of 
corruption. With these changes, India is sure to head towards development and become a cor-
ruption-free country.

Minakshi Baruah 
BA(H) English 

1st Year

Way To Go

Women literacy is a much talked about issue today. Playing multiple roles in the society, women 
have already proven their worth that they are second to none. But still in the field of literacy 
their contribution is not up to the mark. The female literacy rate is 65.46% in comparison to the 
male literacy rate that is 82.14 percent. Data from forthcoming papers suggests that only 34% of 
the girls in the poorest 20% of households complete primary school. This calls for an immediate 
need of hike in women literacy.

Women are generally considered meek especially in rural areas. Why is this so? Well, most of 
the credit goes to the dogma believers of society. If girls wear short skirts, she’s asking for trouble 
in the form of rape or molestation. Even the word disgusting falls weak to describe the thought 
process of such people. The media and the advertisements are not far behind. At every point, 
from perfumes to condoms, women’s sexuality is used to advertise their so-called products. Is a 
woman a mere tool to use and then throw? Every family wants a daughter in law who can cook 
well, complete all household chores and take care of their family. In other words, they want an 
“unpaid maid”.

We have seen the evil side of society but every coin has two faces. A society cannot dream of 
building up a strong infrastructure through the hands of their illiterate members. Many reforms 
have been established to abolish the dark age of women. Even multiple government schools 
have been established for girls and so on.

All this has made an effect but in books only. The need of the hour is to take some strict actions 
instead of the baby steps we are currently taking. Here are a few steps given by the World Bank 
to improve women literacy: -

• First, give girls a strong foundation through early childhood development. 
• The second step focuses on basic education. We need to ensure benchmarks for school-

ing system.
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• Provide the girls with skills that might land them in a self-sufficient job or give them 
some sort of employment to support themselves. 

• Create an environment for them that not only encourage knowledge and creation but 
also promote flexible, efficient and secure labor markets.

Human beings are considered very selfish then why is it that we show miserliness in this field. 
At least for our growth and development, we should contribute in the upliftment of women. 
Effective literacy skills open the doors to more educational and employment opportunities. As 
per UN report, education for women is the single most effective way to improve lines and health 
of family and a society at large. The journey to become a successful nation begins with universal 
education for women.

We have to break off the shell of old philosophies and reshape our own perceptions of how we 
view ourselves. It’s time to put the rotten people out of the societal basket and build our own 
identity. Feminism isn’t about making women strong as they are already so, it’s about changing 
the way the world perceives that strength.

Kashish Garg 
B.Com Hons 

1st Year

Will India Achieve Its Goal of Being TB Free?

A pathetic 24% of the world’s tuberculosis cases occur in India. It kills nearly 5 lakh Indians 
every year.

India, being a signatory to the WHO’s ‘ THE END TB STRATEGY’, which aims at a TB free 
world, has to reduce the number of deaths due to TB by 2025.

The disease remains to be a major health challenge in India. The Indian government launched 
its plan for tuberculosis elimination (2017-25) with an ambitious goal of achieving a rapid de-
cline in burden of TB.

ARE THERE ENOUGH FACILITIES IN INDIA?

There has been an improvement in the number of cases registered due to the e-Nikshay system, 
which is a web based notification system.

The government has shown an inability to regulate an exploitative private health sector and to 
fill gaps in the supply of life saving medicines.

Also, due to the malnourishment in India, the patients often leave the course in between, as they 
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cannot cope with the severe side effects like appetite, vomiting, nausea, jaundice, etc. This will 
complicate the TB drug resistance, making it more difficult to be treated.

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

There should be enhanced detection of the cases, both drug resistant and drug sensitive. The 
government should start targeting people belonging to high risk populations and reach out to 
TB patients seeking care from private doctors.

The institutions also have to make sure that the patients complete the treatment, leaving little 
chance for them to drop out.

The control program should also have patient friendly systems to provide treatment and social 
support.

Lastly, there is a need for investing more in research and development in this field.
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