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Course Objective:

This paper deals with the broad socio-economic and political trends in colonial India from the latter half
of the 19th century. It also critically analyses the various trends in the national libera- tion movement and
other aspects of politics which were foundational for the modern Indian state. The aim is to develop
interdisciplinary analytical skills at the undergraduate level.

Course Learning Outcomes:

After successful completion of the course, the students will be able to:

• Identify how different regional, religious, linguistic and gender identities developed in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries.

• Outline the social and economic facets of colonial India and their influence on the national movement.

• Explain the various trends of anti-colonial struggles in colonial India.

• Analyse the complex developments leading to communal violence and Partition.

• Discuss the negotiations for independence, the key debates on the Constitution and need for
socio-eco- nomic restructuring soon after independence.

Lesson Plan:

Unit
No. Learning Objective Lecture

No. Topics to be covered

1.
The unit seeks to
identify the
developments in

1-5 Discuss Regional, religious and linguistic identities



post-1857 India in terms
of the shaping of
different regional, caste,
religious, linguistic and
gender identities in the
late 19th and early 20th
centuries and the role of
reform and debates in
this.

6-10

Assertions of gender and caste identity: Sanskritizing
trends and lower caste movements, regional vari-
ations

2.

This unit studies aspects
of the colonial economy
and its critique
particularly with
reference to the
phenomenon of ‘Drain
of Wealth; the
emergence of capitalists
and the working class
and the recur- rence of
famines and agrarian
distress.

11-14
Economic critique of colonial rule with special
reference to Drain of Wealth

15-17
Rise of modern industry: emergence of capitalists and
the working class

18-20 Famines and their impact

3.

After the successful
completion of this unit,
students will be able to
understand various
aspects of early
nationalism and
nationalist resistance.

21-24 Emergence of Indian National Congress (INC)
25-27 Moderates and Extremists

28-30 Swadeshi and Revolutionary Movements

4.

This unit deals with how
Gandhi’s politics
represented a new
model for mobilizing
different so- cial groups
in the national
movement.

31-34
Intellectual foundations of Gandhian Nationalism; Early
Interventions: Champaran, Kheda, Ahmed- abad; INC

35-37 Rowlatt, Khilafat and Non-Cooperation Movements

38-40 Civil Disobedience Movement d) Quit India Movement

5.

It enables students to
understand the way in
which the national
movement gave a new
meaning to social and
political movements and
to diverse range of local
struggles.

41-43 Ambedkar and the Dalit Movement

44-45 Bhagat Singh and H.S.R.A

46-47
Singh Sabha and the Akali Movement; Dravidian
movements

48-49 Left movements: peasants and workers’ movements

50 Tribal Movements

6.
This unit will enable
students to analyse the
complex developments

50-51 Trends in Communalism

52-56 Partition



leading to communal
vio- lence and partition.

7.

This unit studies the
political developments
during and after World
War II; the negotiations
and discussions for
Independence, the
question of integration
of the Princely States
and the key debates on
the making of the
Constitution.

57 World War II and the Post-War crisis

58 Negotiations for Independence

59 Integration of the Princely States

60 The Making of the Constitution

Evaluation Scheme:
No. Component Duration Marks

1.

Internal Assessment 25

10

15

● Quiz
● Class Test
● Attendance
● Assignment

2. End Semester Examination 3 hr 75

Details of the Course

Unit Contents Contac
t Hours

1 Caste, Community and Nation 10

2 Economy and social classes 10

3 Early Nationalism 10

4 Emergence and social base of Gandhian Nationalism 10

5 Interfaces: Nationalism and Socio-Political Movements 10

6 Communalism: ideologies and practices 6

7 Independence and the New State 4

Total 60
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