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On 24th October 2020, Nimbus conducted a comprehensive webinar with Dr. Indu Agnihotri, 

eminent academician and activist, Ex-Director, Centre for Women’s Development Studies on 

the “History of Women’s Movements in India.” The session turned out to be a huge success, 

as it welcomed a massive turnout from students and faculty alike, who were soon immersed in 

the light of knowledge shared by our esteemed speaker and were enthusiastically participating 

by asking questions. Dr. Agnihotri conducted the webinar in an orderly fashion, guiding the 

listeners through a variety of historical campaigns, from colonial to contemporary, in which 

women played a significant role. She talked about gender discrimination, sexism, violence 

against women and women's rights as well. She educated us on the fact that we owe a great 

deal to our forefathers and mothers. Making a strong distinction between resistance and 

movement, she emphasised how, in contrast to resistance, movement is an orchestrated and 

deliberate act of directional activism, encompassing deputations and a plethora of 

administrative work. She also discussed the numerous Samitis and National organisations that 

emerged following 1917. Towards the end of the session, the covid pandemic and its impact 

on women’s lives was also explored. How the Covid crisis made the helplessness of women 

more evident, be it migrant workers or house helps or Asha didis who are front line workers in 

the pandemic. Dr. Agnihotri concluded her speech by asserting how this inequality is an 

individual, political and social issue. The session was pertinent, for it was a small step towards 

learning, understanding, and appreciating the women of India, their arduous journey towards 

self-realization and empowerment. The session might have only lasted for an hour yet, but it 

was a significant and extremely important session for everyone present in order to further 

understand and honour the women of India who played a key role in driving the nation to its 

current reality. 
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