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On earth here is no purifier as great as Knowledge; he who has
attained purity of heart through a prolonged practice of
Karmayoga automatically see the light of truth in the self in
course of time.
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Our Founders

Late Sh. Mela Ram Jaggi Late Sh. Ganga Ram Gujral Late Sh. Atma Ram Chadha
(Founder Member) (Founder Member)
Sanatan Dharma College Sanatan Dharma College

The College was founded in August 1959 by the Sanatan Dharma Sabha (Rawalpindi),
Delhi. It was named Sanatan Dharma College till 1967. In 1967 Shri Atma Ram Chadha
took over as Chairman of the College Governing Body, and Atma Ram was prefixed to

the name of the college.
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~ Chairperson's
Desk

SHRI PAWAN JAGGI
Chairman, College Governing Body

The guiding principles and values enshrined at Atma Ram Sanatan Dharma College bring positivity and
optimism in our societies overwhelmed by the excesses of this age. A true education plays a crucial role in

imparting lessons in good citizenry imbued with wisdom.

It gives me enormous pride and pleasure that ARSDians have continued their academic pursuits and social
responsibilities competently and to the best of their abilities. The College has quickly adapted to new modes
of engaged learning, prompted by the New Education Policy, organising a record number of Webinars, FDPs,
and even performances. Administrative and financial services and supports were in place for those who
required them. Moreover, the College administration, particularly the Principal, deserve congratulations first
for actively engaging with the implementation of the New Education Policy. With these endeavours we have

managed to keep the college on track with academic progress.

Udayachal, the College magazine bears testimony to the fact that ARSD is dedicated to the holistic
development of students and teachers, providing an exquisite opportunity for students to display their
creative skills freely. Every page is diverse in the understanding of the world as perceived by a young mind—
their dreams, their passions and their love for this great country that we call our motherland. The magazine
is also an exhortation to our readers, urging them to strengthen their resolve to be the best. Let us pledge to
be the best institution of learning we can be as we move ahead of the 7th NIRF Rank. I challenge you to work
hard with sincerity and honesty to be NUMBER ONE. [ am optimistic. The pages of Udayachal give me

confidence. Therefore, congratulations to one and all associated with the publication of the 60th issue of
Udayachal.
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PROF. GYANTOSH KUMAR JHA

Principal

The publication of a new issue of the College magazine, Udayachal, is a reason for elation. It is a celebration
of our grit and determination made possible with the combined efforts of the editorial board —comprising of
both faculty advisors and student editors over the course of the year. This colourful magazine is a collective
expression of our experiences, ideas and emotions, values and vision. This is an embodiment of our creativity
and commitment to a quality education essential for a humanitarian global society.

We, as a premier institution of learning, strive to equip students to face challenges by being imbued with
fortitude borne of an inquisitive mind. This involved moving beyond the classroom and syllabi to learn about

opportunities and challenges around us.

In this direction, I am proud to share that the opportunities brought by the New Education Policy were
embraced by ARSD.We successfully experimented with newer pedagogic methods and technologies. Several
workshops and seminars were organised that invited participation from across the globe. Departments and
societies held activities that kept the student body academically invigorated throughout the year.

Reflecting back on the content we’ve received this year it has become clear that what we present in this
magazine this time is not just a collection of poems, stories, opinions etc, but rather pieces inspired by
unknown, personal anecdotes. Hence, Udayachal where these thoughts are documented and archived,
culminated in a diverse repertoire as vast as Indian Culture. I congratulate one and all associated with the
publication of the 60th issue of Udayachal. Kudos, everyone!




Student Editorial Board

Abhishek Tiwari
B.A. (Hons.) Hindi Il year
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B.A. (Hons.) Hindi Il year
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B.A. (Hons.) English Il year
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B.A. (Hons.) English Il year
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Editorial
Address

As the academic year draws to a close, it's time to reflect on the moments that
have defined our college experience. From the friendships we've made to the
lessons we've learned, our time here at ARSD College has been nothing short

of transformational.

As we look back on the past year, we're reminded of the incredible
perseverance demonstrated by our students, faculty, and staff. Despite the
challenges, we've come together to create a thriving community of learners

and leaders.

Our college has always been a place of intellectual curiosity and creative
expression, and this year was no exception. We've seen students push the
boundaries of what's possible in fields ranging from the arts to the sciences.
We've witnessed several research and innovative projects that have deepened

our understanding of the world around us.

But beyond these individual accomplishments, we've also seen a broader
commitment to social justice, equity, and inclusion. Udayachal 2023 is a
reflection of all that. Under the inspired leadership of our Chairman Shri
Pawan Jaggi and Principal Prof Gyantosh Kumar Jha, we've scaled new
heights of excellence, emerging strong as the 7th best college in the country.

The magazine is a testimony to our triumphs and promises too.
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India and Atithi Devo Bhava

Ambuj Pratap Singh
B.Sc. (Hons.) Computer Science Il year

"Atithi Devo Bhava”, is a golden statement that embodies the true virtue of Indian culture.
The statement finds its roots in Taittiriya Upanishad, which says that a guest is equivalent to
God. The statement not only glorifies the Indian guest-host relationship but also underlines
the importance of hospitality in Indian culture. The statement is also used as a tagline for

Indian tourism.

Due to diverse cultural and geographical aspects, India offers
a vivid and vibrant spectrum of tourism. From sky touching
Himalayas covered in snow to the sun-kissed dancing
beaches of Goa, from the Sufi masti of Nizamuddin Gali to the
Ganga Arati of Banaras, from the Dilwara Jain temples of
Rajasthan to the Agru Chandan scented aroma of Ayodhya,
from the aesthetics of Vrindavan to the jolly and lively tea
gardens of Assam, India has everything. All of this together
embroiders the design of tourism that is unmatched. Indian
culture plays a vital role too. The different varieties of food,

cloth, folk songs, and dances also add to the vividness of

Indian tourism.

We as Indians should also keep in mind to maintain the glory of our culture by greeting
tourists from other parts of the world with respect and love. Cases, where the humiliation of
tourists is observed, are not fit for our country. We as Indian citizens should always keep in

mind that we must never take any step which could deteriorate our culture’s impact on other

people. Only this way could we achieve the true meaning of “Atithi Devo Bhava”.

Intelligence, or More Than That?

Samridhi Dwivedi
B.A. (Hons.) English Il year

“By changing nothing, nothing changes.” — Tony Robbins. Have you ever thought about how you were 2 years back? Some
people might say less intelligent. As adolescents, we show a very rapid change in our behaviour. As we move upward in our
academic classes our “intelligence” level increases before getting fixed to a certain limit. But what is intelligence actually?
According to the Cambridge dictionary, it is the ability to learn, understand, and make judgements or have opinions that are
based on reasons. We often tend to connect intelligence with the IQ level of a person. If a child is scoring a good score, we call
him intelligent. Whereas, intelligence is not just about intellectual ability. Grades and tests are just considered as ways to

b 154

approximate someone’s “intelligence” but all they are doing is measuring the intellectual ability of a person.
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Intelligence is the ability to face and conquer problems. Someone once said, “if you’re not
changing, you’re not growing. If you’re not growing, you’re not being intelligent.” which clearly
connects us with the fact that intelligence is all about growing and changing Debasish Mridha
said “There is no life without change. The real tragedy is that we are always fearful of change
and resist it vehemently.” We tend to avoid change, the reason being, we have a fear that if we
change from who we are or what everyone else is we will be judged. “Comfort and the fear of
change are the greatest enemies of success,” said Jeanette Coron. If we think of being successful

as being intelligent, then we are just doing it the wrong way.

We consider Bill Gates, Mark Zuckerberg, and Ambani as intelligent people because they are
successful, but would they have been this successful if they had not taken that one step toward
change? They took a new step, from what everyone else was doing, and what everyone else was
thinking. “Taking a new step, uttering a new word, is what people fear most,” said Fyodor

Dostoevsky, but isn’t that what makes a person perfect?

“The world as we have created it is a process of our thinking. It cannot be changed without changing
our thinking,” said Albert Einstein. He also suggests that if we change our thinking, we can conquer

the world. If instead of running after grades and scoring in tests we give more attention to making

the world better by first making ourselves better, you might be the next “genius.”

Changing Climate:
Are We Inviting Judgement Day?

Harshvardhan Modi
B.A. (Hons.) History Il Year

India has called for haste from the United Nations (UN) to declare climate change an international security issue, potentially

giving the Security Council the right to take some action towards it, and also pointed out the pitfalls in their approach.

According to India, a “mere decision of the Council” to take over enforcement of climate change action would disrupt the
Paris Agreement and multilateral efforts put in the direction of finding solutions. Climate change is a global threat to security

in the 21st century. We must act now to limit future risks to the planet we share and the peace we seek.

The Changing Climate has resulted in the onset of Floods in the Himalayan Region. The Himalayan region has about 15,000
glaciers, which are retreating at a rate of 100 to 200 feet per decade. The melting of the Himalayan glaciers that prompted the
floods and landslides in the Chamoli district of Uttarakhand has the fingerprints of global warming. In 2013, glacial flooding
in Kedarnath caused over 6,000 deaths during the monsoon months.

Other Events: In 2003, the European heat wave killed over 70,000 people. The years 2015-19 have globally been the warmest
years on record. The Amazon fire of 2019, and the bushfires of 2019-20 in Australia are some of the most dangerous impacts of

the changing climate.
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Global Carbon Emissions: The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) Emissions Gap Report 2020 showed that the year 2020 set new
records in terms of the rise in extreme weather events, including wildfires
and hurricanes, and in the melting of glaciers and ice at both poles.
According to the report, despite a brief dip in carbon dioxide (CO2)
emissions caused by the Pandemic, the world is still heading for a

temperature rise in excess of 3°C this century; far beyond the 2015 Paris

Agreement goals.

Way Forward is Climate Adaptation: Even if major economies speed up climate mitigation, such catastrophes will become
more frequent due to the accumulated carbon emissions in the atmosphere from the small economies because of their large
number. Climate adaptation is the way forward here by both the big players and the small ones. Disaster management
strategies should be synced with developmental plans such as infrastructure design. For example in earthquake-prone areas,
building norms and guidelines can be issued or earthquake-resistant buildings can be constructed. India’s Central and State
governments must increase allocations for risk reduction, such as agricultural innovations to withstand droughts. In the case
of fire-prone areas, an area can be divided into pockets so as to prevent any massive spread of fire.

Budgetary Allocation: A vital step should be explicit including policies for climate mitigation in the government budget,
along with energy, roads, health, and education. Specifically, growth targets should include timelines for switching to cleaner
energy. There is also a need to launch a major campaign to mobilise climate finance.

Detailed Studies: Detailed studies should be conducted to understand which of the glacial lakes in the Himalayan region are
prone to flooding. Such research should feed into Environmental Impact Assessment reports and guide decisions on
developmental projects in the region

Quick Technical Warning Systems: A relatively low-hanging fruit, but avery =~ How much worse will the problem get?
Emissions* and expected warming by 2100

effective one, and that is to set up early warning systems that alert the

downstream populations about an impending disaster. This has to be coupled ' m—
countries
do not act

with plans to quickly evacuate local communities to safer regions. Flooding - alagc

events do not occur all of a sudden; there are ample indications like changes in

water level, discharge in the rivers, etc which if monitored earlier can help 50

rent

saving a significant number of lives and other damages.

302{] 2040 2060 2080 2100

Conclusion: e -
The best and easiest form of change will have to start with an active spread of knowledge. Without knowledge of the effects of
climate change, it is very much impossible to reverse it. Many people still believe that climate change is just a myth and do not
bother about it at all. These kinds of myths have to be debunked and a certain change has to be made in the thought process of
humans. The general public has to look to take initiative and push their government to create those changes. The simplest of
ecological drives or tree planting drives can be a start. These changes have come into effect from years of exploitation and
undoing these changes will take time, but it is important for humans to start somewhere. College students should take an
active part in creating change and should try to spread ideas to save the environment. Everyone should look to use public
transport as frequently as possible, or even carpooling is a safer option.

Minute changes will go a long way in saving Earth which is on the verge of collapsing.
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Climate Change and Young People

Aaryan Shrivastava
B.A. (Hons.) Political Science Il Year

“On climate change, we often don’t fully appreciate that it is a problem. We think itis a
problem waiting to happen.” Kofi Annan, the Former Secretary-General of the United
Nations had remarked. Climate change is the biggest threat faced by humanity today.
Climate Change refers to the long-term shifts in temperature and weather patterns. The
rise in global temperature leads to the melting of icebergs which causes the sea levels to
rise ultimately leading to floods, droughts, erratic monsoons, heat waves, etc. These
shifts may be natural or anthropogenic. The global climate risk index 2021 shows India
as the 7th most affected country by climate change impact.

Indian tradition has always valued mountains, rivers, forests, trees, and animals. Thus
much of nature was venerated and protected. Forests, rivers, and trees have been
associated with the names of gods and goddesses. For example, the Tulsi plant is grown
in every home and Banyan and Peepal trees are venerated by tying a thread around
them. India has a rich traditional knowledge system. Indian tradition is a guiding light

to fight climate change. Indian civilization has always lived in harmony with nature and

thusitis rooted in the principles of sustainability and conservation of our environment.

India always believed in “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” (The world is one family) and hence we not only talk of the net zero
from the perspective of the individual country but the perspective of a global net zero for the earth wherein the developed
countries have to vacate the carbon space earlier so that developing countries can use it for their development. And India is

leading the third-world countries in the race against climate change.

The issues related to climate change are being monitored and handled by the central and state government. But the role of the
city municipalities assumes prime importance. As they are more aware of the issues at the ground level and a bottom-down

approach can work wonders for us.

The decentralisation of India’s governance system gained momentum in 1992 with the 73rd and 74th Constitution
amendment acts, which mandated the establishment of Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) for rural areas and Urban Local
Bodies (ULBs) for urban areas. It has been more than 25 years since the passing of the act but the results are hardly there. The
act gave 18 functions to the urban local bodies but it has been hardly performed by them. The state governments are reluctant
to provide decision-making power to the ULBs. The ULBs must be seen as city governments and not as delivery personnel of

the state government.

Climate change is already having a drastic effect on the health of the people. These climate-induced diseases are mostly being
faced by young people and vulnerable groups such as women, children, the poor, old age people, etc. The young people are
the future of the county. Women are continuously being exposed to climate change. They are the ones who take care of the
household in the absence of male partners who migrate in search of jobs. When an area is hit by a flood or drought, it is the

women who suffer as they have to arrange water and food.
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Children and senior citizens are also hurt by climate change. Rising temperatures and decreased air quality affect kids by
increasing asthma attacks and allergies, worsening pregnancy outcomes, creating food insecurity, increasing mental health
problems, and changes in their genetic makeup. On the other hand, old people have limited mobility at times of disaster and
afterward. Further, they are dependent on others for their medical care. The poor farmers are committing suicide due to the
erratic monsoon patterns, droughts, and floods. But the irony is that the people who contribute least to climate change get

affected the most and carry the burden of the people who majorly contribute to climate change.

Why should the poor and developing countries pay for the mitigation
of climate change? We have to understand that the developed nations
must shed their colonial mentality. They are the ones to be principally
blamed. We must adopt a common but differentiated measure for
mitigating climate change where the developed nations have to vacate
enough space earlier so that the developing nations can use it for their
development. In Varanasi, climate change can be seen in the form of
the problem of river pollution. Waterborne diseases are causing a lot of
health issues. Heat waves are becoming frequent leading to
dehydration. The scope of youth playing a leading role in mitigating

climate change is of immense importance.

“Youth and Climate Change: Time for Actions.” Young people are more
suited to adaptability. They are more familiar with technology and can
better understand the climate change effects with the use of Al in terms
of weather forecasting. They can initiate protests and movements and
act as a pressure group to fight against climate change. They can raise
questions to politicians about the cascading effects of climate change
on living beings. It is generally seen that young people are not mature.
But maturity has nothing to do with age. Greta Thunberg at the age of
16 challenged world leaders to take immediate action on climate
change. Garvita Gulhati, the "Water Girl" of India saved a million litres

of water.

Swami Vivekananda quotes that "The duty of the youth is to be responsible towards themselves, their families, society, and
the nation." Youth can innovate, initiate entrepreneurship, and help in combating and mitigating climate change. All we
require today is to prevent climate change before it changes us. To fight climate change we need a more comprehensive
approach and the role of city governments is of utmost importance. We need to be working to find a mobile solution and
holistic action. City municipalities are closer to nature and thus can work on the ground to minimise the effects of climate
change.

City municipalities need finance for tackling climate change. National and International, as well as public and private
funding, can work wonders. ULB needs to work on capacity building, implementation, and partnership. The PPP model can be
a good way ahead. Here by the PPP model, I mean Panchayat Public Partnership where real actions can be taken at ground
level.
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Where did COVID-19 Come From?

Politicking as a Means to Avoid Accountability:
Tracing the Origins of COVID-19

Vivek Raj
B.A. (Hons.) English Il Year

Heart-wrenching videos of long queues outside crematoriums recently surfaced on
the internet, these videos were from mainland China where Covid cases have
skyrocketed recently due to another new variant, on 14th January 2023, it was
revealed that as many as 60,000 Covid-related deaths took place between 8th
December and 12th January.

As the world enters its fourth year of the pandemic, the origin of the virus still
remains ambiguous. This isn’t because the origin of the virus is irrelevant and it is
rudimentary to devote one's time and energy to finding it, on the contrary, the world
deserves to know how the pandemic came to be and who may (or may not) be

responsible for it.

At the start of the pandemic, it was suggested that the pandemic came from a wet market in Wuhan but soon we would find
out that the first official case of the pandemic had no connection to this market, it was only then that the Chinese authorities

had to accept that they didn't know where the pandemic came from.

We may think that a globalised world with such high interconnectedness would be able to investigate such an anomaly very
efficiently but rather as we have learnt from the handling of the pandemic, globalisation hasn’t just led to the

democratisation of strengths, but also weaknesses, and in this case, of corruption.

In 2017, Dr. Anthony Fauci, the chief medical advisor to the president of the United States during the pandemic was serving as
the director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID). It was at this point that he was instrumental
in lifting the ban on ‘gain-of-function research’, and then directing sizeable funds for this research to Ecohealth Alliance,
headed by Dr. Peter Daszak, who then directed these funds to the Wuhan Institute of Virology for the study of novel
Coronaviruses. I know this sequence of events may appear way too simplistic, but what adds insult to injury is the fact that

Dr. Peter Dazsak would go on to head the WHO team to investigate the origins of covid in Wuhan.

It is at this point we should note that gain-of-function research is any research that aims to enhance the potential of a virus,
to increase its strength, to make the pathogen more dangerous and at the Wuhan Institute of Virology, scientists had been
performing these experiments on coronavirus for years, the idea behind such research is to stop the pandemic from ever

happening, which is similar to testing nuclear weapons in the name of helping humanity.

One is compelled to think that, if the aberrations are so conspicuous, then why hasn’t any substantial investigation taken

place and nobody been held accountable, and the simplest answer to that question would be- the Media.
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The Media, for its own vested interests and ulterior motives, has largely stayed away from raising these questions and has
rather helped these individuals in evading accountability. We should note that Dr. Anthony Fauci also served under President
Donald Trump and the fact that the pandemic broke in an election year in the states. This was a time of great political
polarisation, and the mainstream media was desperately looking for anti-trump figures to rally behind. In Fauci, they found
this exact figure. It was this hero worship that helped Fauci in dodging the difficult questions, as he was never asked one. He
was only discomforted when Rand Paul, the senator from Kentucky, sounded alarm on Fauci’s links to Peter Daszak and the
Wubhan lab, but once again Fauci could find a way out by politicking, as Rand Paul is a Republican.

On social media platforms such as Facebook and Twitter, people who talked about the lab leak hypotheses were shadow
banned or completely removed from the platform. More alarmingly, the people who tried to even hint at the need for finding
the origin of the pandemic were smeared as racists, who were exhibiting their prejudice against Chinese people. The lab leak
hypothesis was discredited as merely a conspiracy theory, even though no substantial proof was offered to actually disprove
1t.

All of these rhetorical devices were employed to stray people as further away from the real question as they can be. People
didn’t want to be pegged as a racist or conspiracy theorist, and many were discouraged as they didn’t want to be considered a

Trump supporters simply because they were suspicious of some wrongdoing here.

We truly aren’t aware of the pandemic’s origin, my attempt here is to capture how the present framework has created a
system where a thorough investigation never took place, and even if it does take place in the future, a substantial chunk of the
population will continue to think of it as a conspiratorial expedition, And many may till this date think that it is somehow

racist to question the origin of the pandemic.

In a more just world, a global Wuhan Commission would have been set up under a more independent and accountable WHO
which would investigate the origins of the pandemic. Instead what we have is a cover-up of epic proportions, which in my

opinion is a bigger failure than the weapons of mass destruction catastrophe in Iraq.

Thus it is now obvious that the Chinese authorities haven't revealed the truth about the origins of the pandemic, and how big
tech can be used to censure dissident voices; moreover, it is worrying how global interconnectedness has given rise to global
corruption, and how multilateral organisations aren't well equipped to deal with any of the challenges posed by the global
order, But what remains the most worrying phenomenon is the use of political rhetoric to avoid accountability. The idea that

even valid criticism can be discredited if it comes from someone from the other side of the political spectrum.
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The Marvel Universe
A Case of Tokenism or Radical Egalitarianism

Nitya Yadav
B.A. (Hons.) English Il Year

The Marvel Universe has long entranced people, being a pop cultural symbol for two generations. It has been one of the few
series in the entertainment industry that has stood the test of time and has constantly been trying to re-innovate itself. Its
universe is ever expanding, and it has managed to incorporate characters that teens and young adults relate to-from
introducing female characters in the early 1960s, to characters of various race identities, which started with Black Panther in
the mid-1960s, and characters of different gender identities that are now being hinted at. While these changes appear
positive at first glance, it is important to assess these characters, analyse the purpose they serve, and whether these
characters create positive or negative stereotypes. While Marvel has been open about striving for inclusivity and diversity, we

must do a thorough analysis of whether they really follow these claims.

This is where the question of Tokenism and Radical Egalitarianism comes up.

As is evident from the definition itself, we realise that tokenism is not
measurable. It is impossible to calculate whether the said under-
represented group is only being given a perfunctory effort, or real
work has been put into - in the case of movies - the character and their
background. Further, it is extremely objective and may vary from
critic to critic. A real-life example of tokenism is the recruitment of a
person of color in a company just to give an appearance of racial
equality, and while, arguably, this could hurt the person being

employed and may give them an unfair advantage, it also gives them
an opportunity that they had been denied previously or in other
settings.

However, in the case of movies, tokenism isn’t done to give a platform to actors of various races or gender, it is done to
promote the movie to people of various backgrounds, but it becomes tokenism when the character’s ethnicity or identity is

misused to serve another purpose.

An appropriate example of tokenism would be the case of the grieving man played by Joe Russo. It wasn’t tokenism because of
how small the scene was, or how unrelated to the storyline it was, but because it was advertised a lot. Many were looking
forward to the gay character that was supposed to appear in the movie Avengers: Endgame, but their disappointment

stemmed from the fact that this, widely talked about scene was a small 10-second snippet.

Being against tokenism propagates the idea that for a character to be a person of colour, they need to have a reason or an
appropriate storyline. It does not allow for these characters to be background characters since usually background characters
do not have many storylines, and, instead of needing a reason for the character to be of a particular identity, we should just
accept the identity they’ve been given, without needing a reason that needs to fit the plot.
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Many were upset when Nick Fury was made black, and many cringed at the thought of Spider-Girl or She-Hulk or making
Valkyrie a female person of colour, stating the lack of explanation from marvel about why these characters were changed, as
the reason they were upset. However, I believe there doesn’t need to be a reason to change the background of a character that
was previously of another race or sexual identity. The lack of diversity previously, and the need for inclusivity in the universe,
should be enough reasons for a more diverse cast.

However, although there are small examples of tokenism in the Marvel Universe, as with any large series, I do not believe that
their inclusivity is attributed to tokenism. I believe it is egalitarianism, and the directors have been very fair and constantly
pushing for inclusivity.

When we try to identify the race problem at its roots and try creating equality by considering all factors that have led a person
to their present situation, it becomes radical egalitarianism. I believe Marvel’s constant move towards inclusivity from the
early 1960s to the present date shows their egalitarian views. Although initially, Marvel started with males only, now we have
an array of people from different races, sexualities, and gender. Although, Marvel has a lot to improve in this context, and, till
a few years ago, most of the main avengers were white, many of its recent moves, like wiping away the entire old cast and

replacing them with newer characters whose story arcs are unexplored, provide ample place for inclusion and diversity.

Case study 1: Black Panther, although started as a side character in Captain America: The Winter Soldier and Captain
America: Civil War, has grown significantly. Initially, he was a grieving son who had lost his father which drove him toward
revenge. Later, his story strengthens, and we see the history of the African country of Wakanda. The gradual build-up of the
story itself defeats all the tokenism arguments, since Black Panther, one of the highest grossing marvel films, was never
criticised for its storyline. The entire movie is centred around Africans, and most of its cast is black. The arrival of Black
Panther in the MCU can only be seen as an attempt by Marvel towards inclusion, considering he was the first non-white
Marvel hero. From 2018, when the Black Panther movie first debuted, to the present date, their aim towards inclusivity only
kept getting more evident.

Case study 2: Captain America Many were puzzled when Sam Wilson Mujor Character Demographic Distribution
or Falcon took over the role of Captain America in Avengers:

Endgame. To many, this was a horrific attempt at inclusivity and was

obvious tokenism. However, I do not agree with this opinion. Marvel
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was reaching a point where they needed a newer caste to keep the -

interest of younger audiences. The story arc of Steve Rogers passing

down his captaincy to someone to continue the ‘good guy’ motif only

Caucasian/WYhite

fit with the story of War Machine and Falcon. It had to be a previous 0% Gl
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soldier, and, although one may argue that the Winter Soldier was
perfect for this role, his history of crimes prevented him from
becoming the beacon of hope that Captain America stood for. Further,
on a symbolic level, passing down captaincy from a white man to an
African American could mean an end to the ‘white-savior complex’

that has dominated television and cinema for a long time.

Besides this, movies like Shang Chi and The Eternals have also been pushing the radical egalitarian objective of the MCU
forward. I believe Marvel is doing a good job of keeping itself balanced. People have been asking for more LGBTQIA+
characters, and although marvel is doing it slowly, it is giving them the representation they’re asking for.
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An ideal marvel universe a few years from now should have more characters from different races, genders, sexualities, and
more characters with disabilities. Streaming services have given Marvel an entirely new playground, and they can easily
escape the tokenism allegations by centering more series around characters, giving them ample time to develop the
characters in a way that does not seem rushed or forced. Marvel definitely seems to be smart about the way they want to
move the series forward, and although they keep many angles secretive, I believe that their continuous attempts at inclusivity
are radical egalitarianism and should not be mixed with tokenism.

Malady of a Misogynist

Nishtha Thukral
B.A. (Hons.) English | Year

“It is very important for us to understand, recognise and celebrate our “heroes” and ‘sheroes’.”
~Maya Angelou

Ever since westernisation emerged in India, the term ‘sheroes’
found its way to enter everyone’s life. Women have faced an
unnoticeable struggle to abolish misogyny from the minds of
people. Butit’s still present in parts of the world.

They are still discriminated against and victimised either at work
institutions or at home. We all are enlightened with the social evils,
‘Female Infanticide and Foeticide’ and even domestic violence, and

how all this has given rise to chauvinistic behaviour. In this

‘Modern Era’, people have become broad-minded and think a bit

beyond the surface which has great results with respect to society.

We have a long history of avoiding and finding ways around women’s problems, rather than tackling them head-on.
Heightened masculinity has added to this, giving a false sense of superiority complex to men. While this may also create
problems for the men who have grown up in these settings, and their problems are equally important as those of women, I will
be focusing on the female point-of-view for the remainder of this article.

Strength is not just physicality. It includes mental strength and strength of spirit as well, factors that are often ignored,

although, arguably, just as important if not more- than physical strength.

In our respective lives, we would have witnessed or encountered chauvinism many times. It was infuriating to see such things
taking place. Albeit, belonging to this ‘Modern Era’, people still hold some orthodox views and this can still be curbed. Raise
your voice against it, be articulate in terms of how you feel about it, be confident about your understanding, and most
significantly, BE BOLD.

Moreover, I feel there is still a ray of hope left in, us humans. It’s absolutely not a case of winning or losing but acceptance in
society. Hand in hand we can solve the grievances and give our ‘sheroes’ what they deserve.
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Walk Like Frankenstein, Maniac!

Ananya Maheshwari
B.A. (Hons.) English | Year

The world is cunning, isn’t it? With its challenges and obstacles, ready to take your fall in its name. Endless doubts and
questions surround our mere existence, taunting us — humans — for being trapped in its materialistic webs attempting to be a
normal, sane person with a maniac trapped inside us, screaming for freedom, for independence from the chains of
judgements. The world might even laugh at our efforts of concealing our true selves to fit in the ‘society’. Among all those who
remain trapped, stride in the ‘Abandoned Children’ and their followers. Better known as Stray Kids, 8 young men plan to

create a haven for those who let the maniac out and finally stop cosplaying as a ‘normal person’ determined by the world.

2022 was a year in the career of the 4th-generation K-pop group called ‘Stray Kids’ (often shortened as SKZ) which widened
their scope as a world leader in the music scene. Comprising of eight versatile members namely Bang Chan — the leader, Lee
Know — the dance gem, Changbin — the born rapper, Hyunjin — the powerful dancer, Han — the all-rounder, Felix — the
attractive voice, Seungmin — the soulful singer, I.N — the youngest and charismatic singer, all born between years 1997-2001,
Stray Kids debuted on March 25, 2018. Surviving the rigorous training process of becoming idols, these 8 have come through as

a strong and complete force of unmatchable music style, thought-provoking lyrics, and powerful performances.

Public notions generalise Stray Kids’ popularity and success to their
company, JYP Entertainment which, no doubt, is an eminent player
in the K-pop business, but I believe that such preconceptions dilute
and ignore the hard work and efforts made by the members
themselves to bring the group where it is today. From the get-go,
Stray Kids have provided several evidences and proof of their
deserving mantle of 4th-generation leaders. Many of their accolades

and achievements include being the second overall and the only 4th

generation group to be a 3-million album copies seller.

One of the primary reasons which differentiate SKZ from other K-pop groups and groups, in general, is their sound and music
style. The sound of Stray Kids has always been something that irked the ears of K-netizens and later some common music
listeners for being ‘too noisy’ for mainstream K-pop music. Listeners failed to identify ‘noise’ as a genre and spat it out
considering it as an insult but they underestimated the galaxy brains behind Stray Kids music. In a pool of positive and fun
comments left by fans during a weekly livestream by Bang Chan — a peculiar comment caught his eye and he decided to clap
back right away. When Stray Kids music was claimed as “construction music” — often thrown out as a jibe — the creative leader
gave it a thought and replied with a smile, “Yeah. I actually agree with that. It is construction music. ‘Cause, I mean, we

actually do... I mean, we are the ones who actually construct our own music. So, yeah. I agree with that.”

This brings us to another quality of SKZ that makes them stand out. Only a handful of active groups can proudly call
themselves ‘self-produced’ and Stray Kids is on top of that list. All these claims and criticisms of ‘nonsense aggressive songs’
never stopped the in-house production team of Stray Kids, ‘3RACHA’ composed of members — Bang Chan, Changbin, and Han
— experimenting and building into this genre of noise music. Flaunting their unapologetic loudness and gracefully adopting
the ‘noisy’ term, Stray Kids released their 2nd full-length album with the title ‘'NOEASY’.
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In an interview with Teen Vogue, Changbin implored over the title
concept: “In the face of the ‘loudness’ that tries to deter us and get
in our way, whether it’s pain, hardship, adversity, disapprovement,
or criticism, we won’t be shaken easily, nor will we ever break down
in front of it,” You can easily tell the Kids love their wordplay and
why won’t they? Carrying the pride of the group, the rap-line
(rappers of the group) remains one of the strongest in the K-pop

industry.

What engrossed me is their ability to play off unusual sounds in songs. Building into the ‘construction music’ comments, a
sharp drill machine sound is included following a sweet bird’s chirp at the beginning of the chorus on one of their most
successful title tracks called ‘MANIAC’. Other title-tracks such as ‘God’s Menu’, ‘Backdoor’, and ‘Thunderous’ also beautifully
showcased this. Although their forte might seem to lie in powerful EDM songs, their songs are suitable for all ears — even those
who enjoy ballads, or maybe rock vibes. Any fans of big beat drops and anti-drops would love Stray Kids.

Possibly disputable, but it is a conversation if K-pop is only about music or not. Fan-interactions and community-building lies
at the core of K-pop. Stray Kids come through in that field as well. Another recognizable aspect is their fan-interaction. Their
fandom, lovingly named STAY being the ‘reason’ of Stray Kids, is one of the leading communities not only in K-pop but in the
worldwide scene as well. Both SKZ and STAY are very protective of each other with them together as a force against the world.
Being a proud member of the STAY community, I feel delighted to write this article for the Indian youth to read. Stray Kids’
lyricism also attracts a strong fan base. The Kids never back down from discussing and writing songs about mental struggles,
identity, and social pressures. Witty and impact raps, melodious and meaningful choruses, and fitting & impactful dances —
SKZ got them all.

On a personal level, Stray Kids’ members and their music provided me with the
comfort and warmth I needed to survive moving away from my family to live
and study in Delhi. Music and positivity are something that shouldn’t be
discriminated against on the basis of race, nationality, language, or any other
such parameter. The energy of music transcends all barriers. K-pop can be
appreciated the same way Indian or Bollywood music is appreciated across the
globe.

The growing K-fan base in India is only an example of globalisation and
advancement in technology. Lately, people’s music taste has become the reason
behind their bullying, be it online or offline, which is completely unacceptable.
No one has the right to judge and belittle anyone on the basis of one’s music
taste. You don’t know what that particular thing means to that person. Maybe

that music brought comfort to them which you couldn’t as a person in their life.

Music as an art form exists to create connections and thrive in a community
that makes you feel comfortable. Stray Kids has done nothing but that, over the

course of their career, and I hope to see them continue on this journey.

“Stray Kids everywhere all around the world, you make Stray Kids STAY.”
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I

Vikas Singh
B.A. (Hons.) English Il Year

I do belong to the place you can't fathom.

Seamless and shapeless, I.

My beloved is unseen, so is my adversary.

I have no regret cause no pain is riveted to my heart.

I do lie to the future ‘cause no imprint can be traced of my past.
I wish my silhouette could answer me.

I wish it could answer.

2AM Thoughts

Suhani Dhamija
B.Com. (Hons.) lll Year

That very time of the pitch-blackness, With eyes open, there's still darkness around.
When memories return to haunt you with force, In the dingy room with no trace of sound.

Along with the regrets and grim experiences, Except the ticking clock and faint breaths,

That out of the blue, thumps at your doors.

Some thoughts begin to fog your mind,

Some don't even make much sense.

But thoughts that put out good vibes,
Thoughts, bleak, dark and dense.

In less than ajiffy, the mind runs
To the thought of losing your loved ones,
Sending utter shivers down your spine.

“Ah! Everything's gonna be fine.”

These are the assuring words,
You tell yourself on those sombre nights,
In order to find calm in the chaos

During those fights go on inside.

Serenity is nowhere to be found.

When you close your eyes,

Badly wanting to sleep,

These thoughts take shapes,

Colouring the dark even deeper.

Those grisly visuals and unpleasant sights,

Make you extremely averse to nights.

You wish for the dawn to break soon
So that the light ousts the gloom.
Bringing optimism back to life,
Helping the lifeless hopes bloom.

And when the sun takes over the moon,
You get relieved of all that pain.
Tickled pink by the wave of glee,

Until that hour strikes again.
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Building Life

Vikas Singh
B.A. (Hons.) English Il Year

We often think that we're doing is for the

Tangible success that it promises in the end.

We think we're studying hard for the grades on

Our scoresheet. We think we're working hard so

We can have a bigger house. We think we're

Clicking pictures so we get more likes on Instagram.

We think we're building life to find a grand

Ending that fits right.

We're studying hard to see a glimmer in our parent's eyes.

We're working hard so that there's room for all our loved ones under a single roof.

We're clicking pictures so that we can relive the
Moments even when they slip by.

We're actually building life to hold small feelings tight.

The Bonfire of My Dreams

Chaitanya Shree
B.A. (Hons.) English Il Year

Here I am, where I never wanted to be,

Witnessing the obsequies of my incredibly awful dreams.
[ am not the one & none else to write the epitaph.

Lonely again with my dying dreams, they pat my back.

I try to speak but the words won’t come out,
The once strong feet of my voice have drowned.

There is a sense of erosion, a sense of emptiness.

There is this darkening light, and I confess.

The logs are ready, burning oil burns,
The matchstick of my regret is what rubs.

I grizzle for my sunken hopes, my dead dreams.

Same old strangely familiar reasons, it seems.

Those arrow-like words pierced my heart insidiously,
Pondering over my loss, it happened miraculously.

My expectations have led me here, you see,

And here I am in the bonfire of my dreams.

The matchstick is lit, and the logs burn

The wind makes it worse, I can’t see, I can’t turn.
There are people, but nowhere to be seen,

And here I am, in the bonfire of my dreams.
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Journey

Deepali Mishra
B.A. (Hons.) Hindi | Year

My high flight towards the sky
Shines with the awareness of lies.
My struggling against the air
give me a new power of fairness.
My bold heart's severeness
Results of the water's quietness.
The restrictions of my thinking
Catches the brush of rainbow's colouring.
Then, my legs find the surface.
My journey of the cloud
Ends with the fuel's leakage.

Go and Hunt

Chaitanya Shree
B.A. (Hons.) Englisj Il Year

Go and hunt down those looming fears, Give them the warmth they need, and let them run.

Those rising shouts, those frenzied tears. You can see that which is not yet present,

I
|
I
I Between it, is the time & your presence.
: \ o There will be ghosts & impending fire,
I

L7« Show them what you’ve got & win the attire.

Assassin those cries, murder those demgns,

With the bad blood, reap those lovely ribbens.
N

Get up for them, don’t be frail.

They rose only because you left the trail. There’s a place where this melancholy ends,

Now is the time to make peace & love, A\place where there are only gains, no spends.

~

Now is the time to run, to blow, to shove.
But you got to tread now & win
Blow away all the solitude, kill the regret, - You paused, which was your only sin.

~

Start new, fondle hopes, & see the dreams Make it, the world that you want,

Limping, halting, you came this far. RN Where there is hope & of smiles, a fount.
But remember, only this far wasn’t your task. . /1t’s made by the sweat & those tears of time,

You didn’t get here to only get here. ’ These sobs of failure & then the giggles shine.

You have it inside & your will is sheer. Go & hunt down your lows & highs,

Wind those cold fires, your hopes are numb. I Rise up & hunt for those jocund smiles.
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Two Strangers with Coloured Tattoos

Kusum Verma
B.A. (Hons.) English Il Year

I have seen many strange people coming in and out of this
flower shop that I own, but I had never seen someone dress
so strangely. Maybe the generational gap is really widening.
Though, I was glad to think my daughter and I are somewhat
closer on that bridge.

Two girls were standing in the shop looking around quite
awkwardly, one with a buzz cut and a rainbow tattoo on her
face and another covering her face. The girl in the mask was
wearing bright red high boots. Seemed like she borrowed it
from a cowboy. but what kind of cowboy wears something
that bright red? I thought.

“We will take some sunflowers with black roses,” said the

tattooed girl.
“Well, that’s a combination!” I replied.

“Thanks. Those are for you, ma.” The voice was too familiar

to ignore. That was my daughter.
“Sam?” I asked to confirm, “What are you doing here?”

She removed the cloth covering her beautiful face. She too

has coloured paintings on that face of hers.

“I want to tell you something, ma. Before you ask me what I
am doing here,” she spluttered words out as if she was afraid
that they would never leave her mouth if the moment

passed. “Just listen to me first, OK?”

“Go on,” I said with a stern look. She was not supposed to be
there, especially dressed like a moron. And those red boots
were bugging me the most. I tried my best to hide my
irritation. I tried to focus on the fragrances around me. Yes, I

remember the smell of daffodils filling my nose.

“I was out with Misha today. We went to a pride parade

where- “

“Pride parade?” I could not stop myself from asking. I really
need to shut my mouth up and think before speaking.
Otherwise, she might lie to me, I thought. “I am sorry, go on. I

was just curious.” I spoke.

“Ma, It is a kind of a protest where people of all sexualities go
and walk around places. We are basically fighting for our
rights by doing that.” Sam explained.

“We? Are you a part of this community?” I cannot hold my

tongue, can I? I thought.

“N-No. I was just there to support Misha.” I could see her
trembling. Oh my God, I thought we were closer on the bridge
there. She was standing way far away from that. I wondered
where I lagged for her to be a mother with whom she could be

honest.

“You can speak the truth, you know. I am not as staunch as you
think I am. I understand love and how it works. It does not

necessarily need to be a part of an orthodox.”

“Thank you, ma’am. We really appreciate that.” It was Misha.
She seemed so formal. I did not want her to be that formal, I
wanted her to be comfortable. But how was that possible when

I was standing there with a poker face?

Just as I was going to say something, Sam came up and hugged
me. Oh, it feels just the same. No matter what age she grows
into, it will always feel the same as when I held her for the first
time.

“Okay, now you do not have to cry. I am here. I am always
there for you. No matter what.” I kiss the crown of her head.

“I like girls. Ma. I am sorry. I thought you would not
understand. I was so wrong.” She was still hugging me. I still
held her with all the love I carry inside my heart. I always will.
“So, she is your girlfriend, huh?” Again, I could not stop, but it
was kind of fun to tease now.

“We are just friends,” they said in unison.
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Thakurda's Tales

Anshika Gupta
B.A. (Hons.) English Il Year

The sun shone on the shining sea, and everything seemed to
be just as it should be in this world. But that did not mean
there were no problems. For example, the weather. It had
been raining for days now, with no signs of stopping. But
today seemed like an exception, it was a bright summer day.

Palash didn’t mind the rain too much. Although he loved
playing in the park with his friends, he didn’t mind spending
time with his grandfather either. Even if it rained all day
long, at least he could hear another vivid story from his
grandfather. He would sit by the fire and listen to stories
until they both fell asleep. Dadu always told him such
interesting tales. Most of them were true. The others were

made up, but still very exciting.

“Listen carefully, Palash,” his grandfather said as he poured
hot water into the teapot. “When I was your age, I used to go

fishing every morning. We lived near a river then.”

He stirred in honey and milk. Palash smiled happily at the
thought of tea. His grandfather had already prepared two
cups, so they drank their tea together. Then, he sat back
down on his chair. This time, however, he took out his pipe
instead of the book. He filled the bowl with tobacco, put the

stem between his lips, and lit it.

“The river was full of fish,” he began, “and my father taught
me how to catch them. Every morning we went fishing.”

Palash listened intently to his grandfather’s words. He knew
that his grandfather and his family used to be fishermen
until the old man ended up becoming a soldier.

His grandfather’s stories didn’t sound like the usual boring
stories people usually told children. To begin with, the man
who told them sounded old and wise. Besides, he mixed in
some truths, now and then. Sometimes he would tell a story
about something that happened to himself or someone else,
but other times he would invent one just for fun. Nobody

knew whether it was true or not.

“So what did you do?” asked Palash.
His grandfather grinned.

“I think I told you this before. I caught lots of fish! Lots of big

ones!”

Palash nodded excitedly. He liked the way his grandfather told

these stories. There was always a happy ending. What more
could a child ask for?

“And how many fish did you catch?”

“Alot. Too many, in fact. We couldn’t eat them all, so we threw
them back into the river. The angry fishermen downstream
complained that our fishing nets were getting tangled up with

theirs. So we had to leave and fish at another lake.”

Palash looked up. They rarely got the chance to go fishing. All
he knew was that it was hard work, especially when the
weather was bad.

“What happened next?” he asked.

“Oh, well, eventually we had to move to another town,” his
grandfather replied. “We lived near a lake in the new town.
One of the best lakes for fishing in the country. We caught lots
of fish there too, but not as many as we used to.”

“Why did you move, Dadu?”

“Because the government built a dam nearby, and all the water
disappeared. The lake dried up and turned into a desert.”

Palash frowned. Deserts were not good places to live in.
“But what happened after that?” he asked.

His grandfather shrugged.
“Nothing much, really. We settled in a house by a nearby lake,
although I don’t remember much aboutit.”
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It was intriguing to watch his grandfather appear to be
indifferent and unconcerned about the relocation he had to
make in the past, but even as a child Palash could see the
buried anguish in his eyes.

“Do you miss fishing Dadu?”

The old fisherman grinned, “Not really. I'm happy now. I get
to spend more time with you and your father, and that
makes me happy.”

Palash smiled.
“Can you tell me about the war now? Baba told me that you
used to be a big soldier with a big moustache and you beat

people with your large gun”

His grandfather laughed.

“That’s right. A big soldier. And yes, I suppose I did beat
people with my big gun. But it’s over now. The war is
nothing but a terrible memory. Now I'm only a simple man
who likes to fish.”

Palash nodded. Dadu was definitely not a big soldier
anymore. He was just a small man who lived by the sea. That
was fine with Palash.

“Did you have any big soldier friends?”

The Grandfather’s eyes lost their twinkle. He stared out the
window and listened to the rain before replying, “I used to”

Palash watched him carefully, and then he asked, “Where are

they now?”

“They’re gone now, unfortunately,” his grandfather said
sadly. “All of them.”

Palash listened closely to the sound of the rain.
“Where did they go?”

His grandfather sighed.
“They went to a better place”

Palash’s eyes widened.

“They go? Why?”

His grandfather smiled.

“You’ll find out one day.”
Palash looked at him curiously.
“One day when I'm big?”

His grandfather nodded. “Yes, one day when you grow up.” He
ruffled Palash’s hair and smiled softly, “I hope I am there to see

LN

1t
Then he finished his tea and told Palash to finish his cup.

A while later, Palash sat cross-legged on the floor and waited
patiently for his grandfather to return from his daily evening
walk. As he munched on some Nimki, he wondered about the
old man's friends. Where were they now? Did anyone know
what had become of them? Or maybe Dadu had forgotten. His
Baba always told him that the man had a weak memory. After
all, he was getting older.

He was sure his Dadu missed his friends though.

“Do you miss your friend Dadu?” He asked when he came back.
The old soldier smiled brightly.

“I do but I am not sad about it anymore. I'm happy now. I get

to spend more time with you, and that makes me happy.

Palash is eighteen years old now. He had started going to
college. He had grown a lot taller. He was also very strong.
Unlike most boys of his age, he could lift objects that weighed
far more than he did. Palash could easily carry around his

grandfather’s fishing rod, which was almost as large as him.

His grandfather had taught him how to use the rod. He showed
him the correct way to cast it and explained how to reel in the
fish once he’d hooked them. Palash had learnt quickly and was
soon able to catch plenty of fish. In fact, he caught more fish
than his grandfather. Whenever he saw some small fry
struggling in the shallows, he would go over to the rock where
his grandfather was sitting, grab the fishing rod, and start
reeling in the fish.
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Sometimes, though, he would just watch the water.
Sometimes he would lie down on the sand and close his eyes.
When the waves crashed against the beach, they were loud

and noisy, but Palash found the sound soothing.

The ocean reminded him of his long-dead grandfather. He
occasionally struggled to comprehend how a man who was
compelled to leave his homeland and participate in a horrific
war could be so joyful and upbeat throughout his life. Palash
always sensed a deep sadness in his eyes, but his grandfather
never let it show.

Palash had tried to ask his grandfather about the war once.
He wanted to know what happened and what his
grandfather did there, but he refused to answer. The old man
had just smiled sadly and changed the subject.

“But why can’t you tell me, Dadu?” Palash had asked one
day. He was tired of the deflection. His grandfather had
sighed heavily.

“Sometimes things are better left unsaid.”

Palash had felt hurt by his reply.

“But didn’t you say that family is most important? How can

you keep secrets from your family?”

That was when his grandfather had put his arm around
Palash’s shoulder and said, “It’s true. Family is everything.
Everything. But there are certain things you must keep to
yourself to protect the ones you love”

Palash had been upset. He understood his grandfather
wanted to protect him, but at the same time, he didn’t
understand why he needed to keep secrets from him.
“Can’tyou tell me anything, Dadu?”

His grandfather had patted his head.

“You will learn someday. Just be patient.”

Palash nodded. But he wasn’t sure he would ever understand
his grandfather.

It was many years later that he learned of the horrors that the
war had brought. Countless lives were lost, cities wiped from
existence, and livelihoods destroyed. The destruction wrought
upon his homeland was beyond comprehension — so much
death, despair, and devastation. At some point, it seemed as
though nothing would ever grow again in the wake of such an
unspeakable tragedy.

But it had. People like his grandfather made sure that people
like Palash grew up in a world where they could sit at the
beach and stare at the waves. No one suffered as much as his

grandfather. No one suffered as much as the soldiers of war.

Many were killed on the front lines or fell victim to the brutal
conditions of imprisonment, but many more died of disease,

starvation, or even suicide. War truly was hell for them all.

Worse still were those who survived, yet lived with a sense of
despair and futility. They felt utterly worthless after enduring
a lifetime of misery, and they found it hard to believe that
things could ever be better. Their days became an endless cycle
of depression, emptiness, and hopelessness. He had read about
so many tragic stories and incidents related to the soldiers that
survived the war that sometimes Palash found it hard to
believe that his grandfather had managed to survive the war

with his sanity intact.

How did he do it? What was his secret? He had to be unique in
some way, or maybe his upbringing had made him more
resilient than the average person. Maybe despite everything he
had to go through, he had a very strong will that kept him from
giving up. Perhaps it was just pure luck. Whatever the reason
for his grandfather’s survival, he didn’t know, but it gave him

hope that there might be a way out for everyone on this planet.
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He stretched out his hand and touched the smooth surface of “I hope you are happy, wherever you are,” he whispered. “I
the rock. He could feel the grains of sand beneath his fingers, hope your big soldier friends are happy too”
and the cool sea water lapping at his feet.
He looked up at the sky. It was blue, as usual, with white
“Where are you, Dadu?” he called out to the sea. “Why won’t clouds drifting slowly across its surface. He smiled. No matter
you come out to play?” what happens, his memories of his grandfather won't change,
he decided.
He waited for a while, but his grandfather did not appear. He
understood how ridiculous it sounded, but he couldn’t As long as he kept them safe in his heart, they would always
control himself. stay the same. And that was all that mattered.

Muntazir

Zeeshan Quraishi
B.A. (Hons.) English lll Year

A girl with a passion for writing was struggling to publish her work. To make ends m%

meet, she worked shifts with her aunt in the city. One day, out of boredom, she

-

picked up a book from her aunt's shelf titled "Muntazir" and was instantly intrigued. P C/ - (
l * ] -
She decided to take the book with her and sat in the library to read it. As she finished R L v j'l"' :,'l: ! %
: ' Z & -
the book, she was left in awe and looked for the author's name, but found none. T o8 L J 6&1 R r' (

As she left the library, the poetry from the book echoed in her mind. She then sat at uu/ & ) ’ L’ej J uf
Hauz Khas Fort, reading two books beside her - one belonging to her aunt and P
another by Faiz Ahmed Faiz. Feeling someone’s presence beside her, she looked up £

to see a boy smiling at her. -

S
His smile held a strange warmth and she was able to strike up a conversation with _ P
.o b
him in no time. While talking, she showed him the book of poetry she was reading. 4L 7 Iy =5 “lr( K e ...{ J

He recognized Faiz’s work and quoted a line from it much to her awe.

T s f f P ; 4 (%
"Aur bhi dukh hain zamane mein mohabbat ke siwa" he said, and she completed the o
quote "rahatein aur bhi hain wasl ki rahat ke siwa". He has a strange aura that led her 7 Jlzs J 21 ,L ‘u" R S)

to talk to him for long without an ounce of worry. They continued to talk while
getting to know each other without exchanging contact information.

.(‘T

Pl - -
As the sun began to set, the boy looked into the girl’s eyes and said, “I'll be heading { /6 d [ L f /l d /

home with two memories-a good one and a bad one. Meeting you was the good one, .
vt
but leaving was the bad one”. The girl smiled and asked the boy to close his eyes and :

count to five. When he opened them, she was gone, and he was left sitting alone CWM

with the setting sun with a smile on his face.
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As she walked out of her meeting, her mind was buzzing
with thoughts about the boy and the book she had just read.
She had never heard of the author before, and she was eager
to learn more about him. So, she decided to head to the
library and ask the librarian about the book.

"Excuse me, can you tell me more about the author of this
book?" she asked the librarian.

The librarian took a look at the book and searched the
database, but there was no record of the author or the book
ever being published. Confused, the girl couldn't believe
what she was hearing. She had just read the book, and now
she was being told that it didn't exist.

"I just met a guy who had read it too," she said, trying to

make sense of the situation.

"He must be messing with you," the librarian replied, not
wanting to entertain the idea that the book could actually
exist.

Frustrated, the girl left the library and went back to her room
to think. As she walked in, she found her aunt sitting there
with the very same book in her hands.

"Why do you have that book?" she asked her aunt.

"Ilike it a lot," her aunt replied.

"Why do you like it so much?"

"Because someone wrote it for me."

Her aunt went on to explain that she and the author had
been college sweethearts, but she was forced to marry

someone else. The book was the only copy ever published,
and it didn't have an ending.

Confused, the girl asked her aunt why the book didn't have an
ending. Her aunt smiled and pulled out an envelope from her

drawer.
"This will explain,” she said, handing the envelope to the girl.

Inside the envelope was a note from the author, along with a
photo. The note read, "When life's story can be incomplete,
why not this book? Maybe this is the end for both of us, and for
this book too." The girl was shocked when she saw the photo —
it was the same guy she had met earlier that day.

"I've met him," she exclaimed.
"What?" her aunt asked, surprised.

"I saw him today, and he hasn't changed at all. He told me he
hasn't moved on." Her aunt couldn't believe it. "Is this some
kind of prank?" she asked.

The girl couldn't understand why it was such a big deal.
"What's the big deal in seeing your ex-lover?" she asked.

"It's a big deal because he's dead. He died ten years ago," her

aunt exclaimed, leaving the girl in shock.

Suddenly, she was transported back to the moment she had
met the author earlier that day. She remembered him reciting
a line from the book, and as she opened the book once again,

she saw the line complimenting the ending situation.

"In deewaron ke peeche
Mere akelepan se pare
Me tumhe dhundta hu.
Shayd tum bhi ek din
Mugjhe dhoondte hue aa jao"

The end.
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When Am 1 Awake?

Kusum Verma
B.A. (Hons.) English Il Year

“Thirty minutes left!” the investigator announced from the
head of the classroom, without even looking up from the

book he was reading.

I could see people cheating on the few benches ahead of me,
a couple of them whispering, and could surely tell that the
person behind me was chewing on watermelon-flavoured

gum, but who cared?

I must complete the last section first, or a massive chunk of
marks will be out of my paper and it will result in this
thought detour. I thought.

Fast, fast, fast..think fast. What was the formula of
Pythagoras's theorem? Something with a base and a ninety-
degree angle... How can I forget it so suddenly? I just revised
it this morning, I revised every formula thoroughly. Pages are
printed in my brain but this particular partis blurred. Great!

Oh My God, please help me. Yes! Got it!
(Hypotenuse)2= (Perpendicular)2 + (Base)2

Stay Calm, I said to myself, You cannot panic. You need to

complete the section.

“Sheet.” a hand appeared in front of my face, asking for my

answer sheet.

What? There was half an hour left for this exam to end and it
had just been two minutes past the announcement. How
could this happen? I couldn’t comprehend this, it was getting

too frustrating.

“Just a minute, I haven’t finished yet...” I pleaded but the
investigator didn’t plan on giving me an extra five minutes
even if a whole section of maximum marks was undone. I

was surely going to fail the exam.

I felt heartbroken. It was an overwhelming feeling. I couldn’t
stop myself from crying at the very moment the bell rang. I
could feel tears dripping out of my closed eyes. The fear of
missing my exam came over me. I jolted up and looked around.
I was not in the classroom; I was in my room and it was still
dark outside. My phone was ringing in my alarm tone,
informing me that it was four in the morning and my exam
was yet to begin. There were still five hours left to admit me to
the examination centre. These kinds of dreams are my least

favourite.

So, was it a dream? Well, it was a bit weird. I sighed out of

relief.
“Thank God”, I whispered.

I got out of my bed and rushed to the wash basin. The horrors
of the dream were still latched onto me. I washed my face and

felt wide awake. So, it was a dream.
I headed to my study table to revise the syllabus.
I am never forgetting Pythagoras’s theorem! I thought.

I looked through all the functions, theorems, and steps to solve
all the topics of my mathematics book. It was refreshing and

reassuring.

“Remember to wear a watch before getting out of the room”, I
said to myself in front of my made-up dressing table.

I was packing all the stuff I needed to write the exam. It was

then I heard my name called out. It was my father.

“Coming!” I responded but it was of no use. I knew he was on
his way to my room and scanned it for me so that I would not
miss anything. His vision radar never fails me. There’s always

something I leave out.
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He was at the doorstep when I turned in his direction and I
almost lost my balance. The sight was so shocking that I
almost had a heart attack. My dad was grinning at me,

mouth fully open with an incisor missing.

I woke up with a gasp. My dad lost a tooth!? What!?
A dream? Again?

It can’t be, it felt so real!

I was so sure that I was awake.

What is even happening? I am Twenty-Six! I completed high
school ten years ago, I work in a publishing firm, and I don’t
have a mathematics examination! My dad is fine, no teeth
have fallen out. GOD.

It’s seven in the morning. I leave for the book launch in sixty-
five minutes. I dress up in my suits and get done with my
morning routine peacefully before getting out of my
apartment along with my portable coffee mug. A fresh day
must be treated with a fresh mind and what opens up my
mind like coffee? Nothing else, exactly.

I reached the venue fifteen minutes early. Nothing feels
better than arriving at a place early and getting to explore it
all by yourself. When I walk into the small garden, where all
the stalls are aligned, I am amazed to see the view in front of
me. All the stalls cover the perimeter of the garden, covered
in parchment-coloured clothes, and stacked with books our

firm is launching.

Everything seemed fine. Everything was fine, but then it
happened. Just like dominos, all the stalls fell. One onto

another and another and another. Everything was a mess.

I was there when it started, I was there when everything was
falling and creating an effect of giant dominos, and [ was there
when everything was down to dust. I was just there, standing,
watching everything like a statue and none of my nerves told
me to do something. I closed my eyes to process my thoughts.

The commotion was weirdly familiar. The sounds were
something I could dance on. Despite the destruction, I felt like

dancing.

I was there when it started, I was there when everything was
falling and creating an effect of giant dominos, and I was there
when everything was down to dust. I was just there, standing,
watching everything like a statue and none of my nerves told

me to do something. I closed my eyes to process my thoughts
The commotion was weirdly familiar. The sounds were
something I could dance on. Despite the destruction, I felt like
dancing.

I open my eyes...I see a ceiling up above. Did I get hurt? I am
lying on a bed and the music is coming from my left. It is my
alarm. It’s five in the evening.

AGAIN? But am I surprised? No, not at all.

Am I awake now?

Or is this a dream too?

b

a’+ b2

=c?
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